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r - Suppoſe all who have much knowledge of he 
_ Chriſtian World will grant, that there never were 


ſo. many profeſſors of Chriſtianity known to turn 
infidels. within the time, as there have been for 
theſe laſt twenty years. 

Such extraordinary effects, bits undoubtedly 


have ſome peculiar cauſe. And every one, who 


conſiders Revelation a real bleſſing to mankind, 
will endeavour to find out and exterminate what- 


ever may. lead unto a rejection of bible truth. 
Upon reading Mr. Fuller's celebrated piece againſt 


the Socinians, I found he had written his laſt letter 
with a view ;to prove, that their ſyſtem led unto 


Deiſm; and I obſerved that moſt of his bre- 
thren inculcated the ſame views of the ſubject upon 
their hearers; and many told me plainly, that if I 

was not already turned deiſt, I certainly very foon 


ſhould become one; for as I had diſcarded his 


manner of worſhip, there was no medium between | 
maintaining that mode and real infidelity. 


This appeared to me a very ſerious and extraor- 


_m_ * e and what I n by no Means re- 
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concile with ſcripture or common ſenſe. There was, 
GE ne on Eat HOSPY TN NAN? © IN 
as Mr. F. remarks, “ as great diſcord between what 


he accounted truth and what I ſuppoſed to be ſo, 


as between the doctrine of lying ſtill, and the doc- 
trine of going forward; for I knew that from 


__ conſcience I had rejected his mode of worſhip- 


ping Deity, Because it was directly oppoſite to the 


Meſſiah's poſitive command and plain example, 


and now learned my preſent manner from Chriſt's 
expreſs language and pattern. This practice 1 con- 
ſidered as an improvement upon my former con- 
duct, and the only way of ſhewing a proper regard 
unto the ſcriptures, and the very beſt method that 
I could adopt of honouring both Chriſt and Al- 
mighty God his father who ſent him. 
FTrinitarians had often inſtructed me thus to 


reject all human guides in matters of religion, and 
learn how to worſhip the Almighty immediately . 

from Chriſt's own words and example, and I often 
ſaid that I really wiſhed to do fo. But no ſooner 
had I actually diſcarded all other creeds, and fol- 

- lowed the Meſſiah alone as my only infallible 5 


teacher, than, to my aſtoniſhment, they taught their 


hearers to cenſure me as an enemy to. Chriſt, and 
an advocate for Immorality and Deiſm. This 


treatment was paradoxical in the extreme] and 
required a further explanation before I could — 


nit the juſtneſs or propriety of it. 


As J wiſhed not to be deceived in a matter wr 
fuch 1 peine, 1 E 833K to examine more 


PREFACE, | 5 


impartially the ground on which I ſtood. And after 
ſome further inquiry, I came to Mr. F's conclu- 
ſion, © That if I had erred God had not ſulfici-! 
5 ently revealed the thing i in queſtion, ſo as to make 
it level with my capacity, or'elſe J had not ſearch- 
ed after truth with that earneſtneſs and impartiality 
I ovght;” or, I muſt conclude, that my accu- 
ſers were miſtaken in cenſuring me ſo ſeverely for 
following. Chriſt's plan of worſhip before theirs. 
One of us I perceived muſt certainly be wrong: 
and that the public and ourſelves might have an 
opportunity of determining more impartially upon 
Vvhich ſide the miſtake reſted,” I could think of no 
better method than addreſſing Mr F. as in the 5 
| following letter. | | 
| Although he lays more ſtreſs upon adaining 
the deity of Chriſt than any other topick in divini- 
ty, yet as he grants, * That men uninſpired of 
God are liable to err;” and does not pretend to in- 
fallible inſpiration, but invites any one to prove & 
rectify his miſtakes, I need not make any apolo- 
gy ſor thus publickly addreſſing him on the ſubject. 
I vould only juſt remark, that in what I am about to 
write, I intend to obſerve Mr. F's own rule, Not 
court compliment, but uſe the moſt unreſervedneſs 
of temper” in ſtating the ſentiments of my heart, 
which I have learned from the bible concerning 
the character of the Meſſiah and Almighty God -- 
his father and our father who ſent him. And . 
; B . e e 
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wiſh all my readers to have a right underſtanding of 
the ſubject in debate, and clearly perceive what I 
am going to contend about, a few further introduc- 
tory remarks may not be altogether i improper to 
promote thoſe ends. 
| Upon religious ſubjects, men 4 Chriſti- 
anity, have long held a great diverſity of opinions, 
but upon no one topic have their differences been 
ſo extremely wide as about this. If I was not real- 
ly acquainted with the influence of religious pre- 
judices, I could not think it poſſible that two rati- 
onal beings could ever . have drawn ſuch very 
oppoſite concluſions from the ſame premiſes, as 
Mr. F. and I have done. | 

The Bible we both allow to be the only proper 
ſtandard of infallible truth, and we are agreed, 
that the writers plainly affirm, there is but one 
God, even the Father, who is a ſpirit, and above 


all, and one Mediator between God and Man, 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, the true Meſſiah, a man ap- 
proved and ſent of God. With the ſcriptures be- 
fore our eyes, and both of us allowing ſuch de- 
ſcription of Almighty God and his Meſſenger to 
be revealed truth, it will be aſked, Wherein then 
can we differ upon a ſubject ſo very plain? Al- 3 
though we perfectly coincide in our. outſet; we 
vary as widely in our concluſions as poſſible, and 
our difference. about the meaning of the plaineſt 
: things i in revelation, are the moſt oppoſite that 


wer +» 
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were ever known in the world. The conteſt is 
nothing leſs than this, Whether an infinite and fi- 
nite character are e, equal, * claim the 
ſame regard? - 


Mr. F. has Wan to prove, ches fron tha 


ſame book where we learn Jeſus Chriſt is a middle 
perſon between God and man, who was ſent as 
: Jehovah's ſervant, we likewiſe learn that he 
is to be worſhipped as the only true God and 
Father of all. And farther maintains, that the 


one Almighty God is to be regarded as that very 


ſame being who is ſaid to be mediator between 


man and his maker, and God's meſſenger who | 


would always remain in ſubjection. This J nei- 


ther underſtand nor believe to be true, because, I 
am certain it is contrary to reaſon and revelation, 
and the eſſential perfections of an infinite God: 
But in direct oppoſition to ſuch notions I declare, 
That the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


who ſent the true Meſſiah; - is that infinite 


: being who alone is made known in the ſcriptures, 


to be worſhipped as the only one Almighty God 
and ſupreme Governor of all, and that his ſon Jeſus 
claims to be regarded as his ſervant in an inferior 
ſtation, and will always remain in ſubjection unto 
him. I regard the Meſſiah as a finite dependant 
character, who derived his exiſtence and all his 
powers irom Jehovah, becauſe he himſelf aſſerts it; 
| & tringariges worſhip hjmas the one independant & 
5 immutable 
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immutable God who al ads reigns as e 


8 


Any perſon ho. is a S unto this contro- 
verſy, upon hearing Mr. F. contend, that we are 
authoriſed from that being who ſays, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods but me, to invoke one of 

his meſſengers as Deity, muſt, I apprehend, con- 
clude, . that fuch inconſiſtent ſentiments could 
never be advanced from the bible by any man who 

was ſincere and in his right mind! But notwith- 
ſtanding a ſtranger to this conteſt could not help 
drawing. ſuch inferences, as 1 once held the ſame © 
views of the ſubje&, 1 believe that men equally 
honeſt in their inquiries and in their right minds, 


may be advocates for ſuch irrational and antiſcrip- 


tural contradictions, as the Almighty God and his 
ſervant the Meſſiah having now exchanged ſtations, 
and become every way equal; and that the very 
ſame being who once was mediator between man 


and his maker now claims to be worſhipped as the 


one ſupreme Creator and Governor of the world, 
and call it divine truth. | 
But as this mode of changing the meaning. of 

ayronds, and the ſcripture perſon and character of Je- 
hovah is ſomewhat very extraordinary, although 


quite common among trinitarians, it ſeems ne- 
| ceſſary to inform my readers by what means it 


is eſtabliſhed to become 10 exceedingly popular. 


that 


| i 
that leads ſuch numbers to admire their mode of 
dividing, multiplying and changing the only true 


God of the Bible, when every body believes that 


he is abſolutely one, and unchangeable. 
But it was then particularly noticed by all, that 


whilſt I was an advocate for ſuch palpable contra- 
ditions as worſhipping God's ſervant the Mes- 
ſiah as ſovereign Deity, to my shame, F never once 


impartially reflected upon the meaning of the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, concerning the real character 


of Almighty God and the Meſſiah. And ſo long 


as I could read the bible, and not think upon the 


meaning of words, it was not material what names, 
ſtation or character were given to Chriſt and his 
divine Father; for, although one is plainly repre- 


ſented as mediator and ſervant in ſubjection, and 
the other as ſupreme and independant gover- 


nor above him; Chriſt as an inferior meſſenger, and 
his Father as ſovereign God who ſent him; one 
as a mutable, delegated and finite being who always 
acted in ſubordination unto a ſuperior, and the 


other as the one immutable and infinite God of all. 
But notwithſtanding this ſelf-evident diſtinctic 


and inequality between them, it was impoſſible for 


me to perceive any difference while I never thought 
upon the import of ſuch language; ſo that, whe- 
ther I ſtiled Chriſt God's inferior ſervant, his equal, 

or Jehovah himſelf, his ſuperior, a mutable or im- 


; mutabe ate I could not ſuppoſe it poſſible to 
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be wrong. The reaſon is very plain, I was pre- 


viouſly perſuaded, that Chriſt was to be worſhipped 
as the ohe Almighty God who came himſelf in 
human nature, therefore I paid no kind of atten- 
tion to what he ſaid about his being ſent by a ſu- 


perior being, or enjoining worſhipping his Father 


2 the only true God of all; & through inattention, 


J was become ſo exceedingly prejudiced in favor 
of the popular ſcheme, that I could underſtand 


the ſcriptures: as if I had read them backwards, 


when Chriſt ſaid that he did not come of himſelf 


to do his own will, J could ſuppoſe chat he meant 
the contrary; and when he commanded his diſci- | 


ples to pray unto his Father as alone ſupreme God 


in his name, I could conclude that he then de- 
 figned that they ane; pray unto W as we: 


only true God of all. 

Some of my readers will es 2h. ey "A 
I came to adopt this retrogade and thoughtleſs way 
of reading the ſcriptures, and think it right to 
contradict the plain language of the Son of God! 
For their information I would obſerve, that I 
learned this ſtrange method ſolely from - Trinita- 
rian Teachers. Both by precept and example, they. 
had frequently inſtructed me to believe with 
confidence, that God's inferior mutable meſſenger, 
the Mediator, was to. be invoked as the one 


| Almighty God and Father of all; and perſuaded 
me never to think upon the meaning of ſuch 


wards 


PREFACE. ut 
| words, for that they were certain was the real 
ſenſe of ſcripture concerning the perſon. of Chriſt. 
And, although at the ſame time I knew, that the 


one God of the Bible declared himſelf, that he ne- 
ver changed, yet without thinking, I took i it for 


granted upon their bare aſſertion, that Him and 


his ſervant the Meſſiah had now actually exchang- 
ed ſtations, and that I had authority from them to 
worſhip. Chriſt as that very being who ſent him. 
Through ſuch interpretation, I paid no kind of 
regard to what Chriſt ſaid about deity, ſo that he 


might as well never have mentioned the name of 


Sod at all! 4 

But when 1 came W to « e has 
was the real bible- character of the one Almighty 
God and Father of all, & his meſſenger the Mei- 
ſiah, I could as ſoon join the fool who ſaid in his 


heart, There i is no God, as to continue to main- 
tain, that God's. ſervant. Jeſus. ought to be ad- 


dreſſed as ſupreme Deity. My being perſuaded 


to diſcard Chriſt's language and pattern, and fol- 
low others directions and example before his, ap- 
pears now one of the greateſt impoſitions that was 


ever uſurped over the human mind; and to unite 


any longer with Mr. F. in dethroning Jehovah from 
the government of his own world, and to exalt 


"I his ſervant to worſhip as ſupreme God in his place; 


was to me fo become a very diſagreeable & nu 
pious talk indeed. And I could with as great pro- 
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priety take up my pen to perſuade myſelf "= 

mankind, that the dne Almighty God was an ig 
norant, weak, and unrightebus being, as join 
with any in maintaining, that he fuſtains the infe- 
rior offices of mediator and fervant to another. 

1 no found; that the notions which 1 had 
learned from Mr. F. about the two- fold offices and 
character, the delegated and | underived power, the 
mediatorial and abſolure kingdom of Jehovah, 
baniſhed every rational and ſcriptural idea of his 
eſſential perfections, and the neceſſary properties 


olf the Mediator from the mind; and was as dif- | 


honourable unto both their real characters as words 
could poſſibly expreſs. It is true, that Chriſt is 
repreſented as exalted to a ſtate of great dominion 
and dignity at God's right hand, but then he acts 
in that high ſtation ſolely by detegation'from a fu- 
perior being, which muſt be his ſituation, if he 
was the promiſed Meſſiah, & how our mediator & 
advocate with Jehovah; but that a delegated, mu- 
table, and inferior deity, ſent, by another, is not 
ttme one ſovereign Creator of the world who ſays, 
I ͤam God and change not, I hope Mr. F. dees 
not want to be informed. However, if Mr. F. 
is ſtill-ſo ignorant of his Bible, as to contend for 


che two-fold and oppoſite offices and character o 


ſervant and ſovereign, mediator and ſupreme go- 
vernor, meſſenger and ſender, in the one infinite 
_— * ſuch x notions appear to me the moſt 
IIS | — | 


earn. "ng 


ang inſult upon the human underſianding, and 
real ſcripture character of Jehovah, that was ever 
_ impoſed by the tongue or pen of man] and ſuch 


groſs impoſitions muſt be perceived, the moment 


any one begins impartially to reflect upon the lan- 
guage of revelation, concerning the meſſiah and 
him chat ſent him; and. with me they could not 
help concluding, that it was as contrary to reaſon 
and ſcripture ta worſhip God's ſervant Jeſus as ſu- 
preme Deity, as bowing the knee unto Nebuchad- 
nezzar's graven mags 88 the only er of the 
| world. 7 
Thoſe . tenns, triune, incarnate, 9 
man deity, I now perceived, had been a mere 


cloak for my inattention and i ignorance, and a to- 


tal obſtruction to all impartial enquiry, * 10 
tirely blinded my underſtanding, fo that I 

not read the ſcriptures with my own eyes; 5 
when I once inſpected ſuch unmeaning phraſes, 
and compared them in the light of divine truth, 
they crumbled all to picees like Dagon before the 


ark, For, admitting the notion of the Almighty ; 


aſſuming a body, hat would not have changed 


his original character from ſupreme Governor of 


the world, into a Mediator, Meſfenger, and Ser- 
vant, or multiplied him into a number of perſons. 
Had the New. Teſtament writers deſigned to have 
informed us the incarnation of the God of If- 
nn they could not have repreſented him as ſuſ- 
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taining any inferior offices i in ſubjection unto ano- 
ther, becauſe they knew he was unchangeable. 


| if Chriſt was that God who | gave the law to "Moſes 
upon Mount Sinai, the foundation of his claims 


to be regarded muſt be the ſame in the Evangeliſt 


as in the former prophets; becauſe, he alone was 
by naturetheſelf-exiſtent and independent Jehovah. 


But it is evident that the writers of the golpels 
had no view of an incarnate deity being c rap- 
ped in ſwaddling bands and laid in a manger,“ as 


Mr. F. affirms; for the ground on which they found- 
ed Chriſ-s claim of reſpect was, not his being poſ- 


ſeſſed of any inherent divine nature as Almighty | 


God come from heaven, but ſolely upon his divine 
miſſion, and his Father alone, Who ſent him, as 
the only object of ſupreme adoration, - And the 
MNMeſſiah himſelf,” whom we ought' to allow to 
be a proper judge, reſted his Jol authority of re- 


quiring to be heard, becauſe God ſent him, and not 


as Jehovah in human nature as many maintain. 
Now if I regard the Son of God upon that very 
ground on which he demands my eſteem, I there- 
by declare; that I am bound not to invoke the 
Meſſiah as the only one ſupreme God who tent 


him. And, if J unite with thoſe who diſcard wor- 


ſhipping the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt as alone ſovereign deity; | as” I never read 


in the ſcriptures of any other one ſupreme God | 
. er all, fuch conduct : as N F te ated ec can | 
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be dere nothing les than t to veſt the bible of OY 4 
G84. rere An | | | 
As Mr. F. ſays © There 1s da like expe- bs. 
riment in religion, and I only wifh every man 5 
would determine with me to bring this ſub- 1 
ject to a fair and impartial trial, and then, doubt 4 
not büt he will preſently find; that in wor- 9 
ſhipping an inferior character as deity, he has been # 
building upon the fand of human tradition inſtead N 
of the rock of immutable truth. It is true, that 1 | 
Bad built a mighty ſuperſtructure indeed upon the A 
foundation of thoſe wonderful diſtinctions about the bo: 
LE twofold and oppoſite'1 nature; offices and characters , YN 
e Meſſiah, a8 the one Almighty” God, and lt 2 
5 food exceeding well, while I never examined upon 1 
what it was Wufded- but no fooner did I begin to 9 
try the proptiery and frength of 1 my fabric by the H 
plain words of feriprure and common ſenſe, than 
, found riyſelFexadtly 7 in the fame condition as thic 1 
Babtl:builders, quite confbunded by my o.] = 
"guage," and; in attempting to underſtand my real 
meamng, thy admirable building all fell down, 
and, to my Sreat Won, 8 TA us was the Tall _ 
© ft to me, that not one lage Fe . could Jever | = 
5 | —_ Se. 45090 dal. 3 57 N * | 9 
When Le om me impartally © eise de NH 
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tion might be applicable to ſome heathen deities, 
who are ſuppoſed to alter their ſtations and diſpoſi- 
tions at the change of weather, or according unto 
the circumſtances of their worſhippers; But was 
as oppoſite to the ſcripture character of Jehovah, 
as Baal, Dagon, or Diana, Inference and analo- 
gy may be admitted as proper data on ſome ſub- 


j]jects in religion, but not upon this, becauſe, no 


inferential reaſoning can change the meaning of 
words, or alter the real nature of things. After 
All the immenſe pains that creed- makers have ta- 
ken to change the perſon, properties and character 
of the only true God of the Bible, I find that he 
ſtill remains the ſame, if his word may be taken. 
And, only by believing what Jehovah ſaid of him- 
elf and his Son to be truth, is quite ſufficient 
to prove, that what Trinitarians ſay of them is 
| A /pororious . falfehood. -I muſt therefore, now | 
worſhip the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt as alone the one ſupreme God of all, or 
declare, that Chriſt and him that ſent him are ly- 
ars, Becanſe, they both affirm that they are two 
ſiedparate and unequal beings, and claim a diftia& 
| and unequal regard. But to form ſuch opinions 
of the Meſſiah and our heavenly Father, which, 
holding my former notions neceſſarily led me to do, 


N vas now. as Mr. F. obſerves, too undiſguis d togain - 


__credit with ſerious minds any longer, who had 
1700 | 
ſubject. Gs. a 
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| Prafticatly obſerving a judicious diſtinction I 
vnce heard Mr. F. make from the pulpit, was anef- 
feectual means of entirely demoliſhing my former 
_ edifice, which I had built 5o/ely upon mere myſtical | 
and antiſcriptural terms. He there noticed, «That 
if we wiſhed to be preſerved from error, and adopt 
clear and conſiſtent ideas of divine truth, we muſt 
learn to diſtinguiſh clearly between men's mere o- 
pinions and their real principles, the latter being 
founded upon indubitable evidence, and the for- 
mer merely on cuſtom and education, & ſupport- 
ed by confidence.” This diſtinction led me to ac- 
count for thoſe very many ſelf-evident contradic- 
tions I have heard Mr. F. advance to eftabliſh his 
popular creed, contrary unto the real principles of 
every good man's heart. "JM 
wh Sees ſomewhere give ©s? „That the truth 
which God will have all men come to the know- 
ledge of, is plainly intended, that of the one God 
who is above all, and one mediator between God 
and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus.” _ Herein I 
perfectly "coincide with him, Berause, ſuch doc. 
trines are founded upon infallible teſtimony, and 
are a Proper foundation for the exerciſe of teal 
But while I was not ſatisfied with ſuch plain truths 
the Almighty defigned that we ſhould believe in 
btrcder to be happy, I maintained with Mr. F. that 
5 _y the apoſtolic age, ſome how or other, che 
menen N r 


1 \ 


— . — 4 nan, 
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Meſhah and Mediator had exchanged ſtations with 
Almighty. God his Father who, ſent him, and, 
God's meſſenger is now become a proper object 
of divine adoration. But then; theſe notions were 
merely my, education opinions, founded upon 
the confident aſſertions of Trinitarians, which; 
when I.came to obſerve Mr. F's method of diſtin- 
guiſhing between the genuine ſentiments of tay, 
rt concerning the one infinite God of all, "WM 
| found to be quite oppoſite unto revelation and my 
own views of his real character. And I could now 
1 eaſily. conclude;. that when Jehovah commands 
us to love him ſupremely, he meant that v we e ſhould 
hate him ſincerely, as affirm with Mr. F. that when 5 
Deity ſays, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me, 
he then intended that we ſhould-worſhip. the x ro- 
miſed Meſſiah as the only one true: Sd. 
| And by adopting g Mr. F's wiſe caution, I further 
f to diſtinguiſh between the nature and foun-- 
dation o he faith once delivered unto the ſaints 
of old, and thoſe articles of faith he requires a 
ſubſeription unto. as the teſt of orthodoxy; = Pri- 
mitive faith was founded upon evidence. Re- 
ſpefting 9 perſon of the Meſſiah, their, language 
was, We belieye and are ſure that thou arch 
Chriſt, the ſon of the living God, | * 
ed of God, and it was upon the teſtimony 
Chriſt and he that ſent him, that, this.con 


eee the falth. of moſt modern 
Chriſtians - 
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chriſtians is quite of a different nature, inſtead 
of being founded upon the belief of the truth, it 


is contrary unto all the evidence in the world, and 


is eſtabliſhed solely upon a known falsity! 


Concerning the perſon of the Mediator and ; 


| Meſſiah, their langvage is, We believe and are 
fure that Jeſus is not the Chriſt, a man approved 
and ſent by God, but the one Almighty God him- 


ſelf. And if we alk them for proof, they have no- 
thing to ſupport ſuch aſſertions but their confi- 


dence, for all know that reaſon and revelation are 
_ againſt ſuch impoſſibilities. We are as certain 

that the only one true God of the Bible never act 
ed in ſubjection unto a ſuperior being, which Chriſt 


 declarts that he did, as we are, that thete i is any ſu- 
preme God at all. This I found to be a plain fact, 


that, as apoſtolic faith was eſtabliſhed upon the 
real evidence of divine truth, my former ereed a- 


bout Chriſt, was formed in direct oppoſition unto. | 


the cleareſt evidence of its being true, that words 
could poſſibly expreſs. For it is a ſelf-evident 
fact, that an infinite God could no more change his 
| ſtation and | come mediator and ſervant, than he 
could loſe his knowlege, and ceaſe to exiſt! 
By ſtrictly adhering to Mr. F's diſtinction, Ifound 
that J had long poſſeſſed the moſt powerful enemy 


againſt my former notions in my own boſom, only 


to borrow Mr. Bunyan' s ſtile, that old villain pre- 


judice had darkened my lord uaderRanding” s win- 
D . dows; 
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* and gagged the mouth of che recorder con- 
ſcience, that it was not allowed to ſpeak. But no | 
2 ſooner did that raſcal prejudice receive his death 
wound, than the whole town of man's ; foul was new 
modelled, the windows all opened, and the voice 
of the recorders of the truth heard, and regarded. 

I did not now want to be informed by Dr. Prieſt- 
| ley, whether I was to worſhip the Meſſiah or him 
that ſent him as the one Almighty | God of all, oF 

could plain enough diſtinguiſh with my own eyes, 

that when God ſent his fon, as his meſſenger, he did 
not come himſelf, I wanted neither the advice of 
che learned, or the preſeriptions of ecclefiaſtics 
to tell me, whether an infinite and finite character | 
were perfectly equal; for Thad the concurring teſti- 
mony of God himſelf & the whole world to declare 
the contrary. It was ſuch a ſelf- evident truth in 
my own mind, that the only one true God of al! 
never filled a lower ſtation than abſolute fovereign- 3» 
ty, that it was no longer with me a matter of 
choice, whether 1 believed that the Mediator was 
the ſupreme God of Chriſtians or not. It could as 
conſiſtently go about to perſuade my neighbours, 
that my eldeſt ſon was born the ſame day that 1 
was, as to unite with Mr. F. in maintaining, chat 
when the Almighty ſent his ſon Jeſus, this meſſenger 
was the everlaſting God who came himſelf; and 1 
could as eafily ſubſcribe to a creed which affirmed 
that 25 F. was the creator r of the yorld, 2s thar 
* Gods 


* 


God's ſervant che Meſfiah was ſupre 
one is no more contrary to reaſon and ſcripture 
than the other. Thete are even ſuch ſtubborn facts, 
that T might as well attempt to deny my own ex- 
| Iſtence as to contradict them. 
T now clearly perceived that there were but two 
poſſible means that any rational man could conti- 
nue an enemy unto the unity of the perſon of the Fa- 
ther as the only ſovereigu God of all, and an advo- 
cate for the deity of God's meffenger the Mediator; 


one is, what I have already noticed, never to think 


upon the meaning of words, and the other method 
is, by ſuppoſing that the ſacred writers made uſe 


of language in a dire contrary sense from all o- 


ther writers. Grammarians, lexicographers, hiſ- 
| torians and critics of every deſcription, among all 
nations and in all ages, have unanimouſly declar- 
ed, that no inferiority of office or change of nature, 

character or ſtation can ever be properly predicat- 
ed of an infinite being. And theſe wiſe and re- 
ſpectable witneſſes univerſally affirm, That no per- 
ſon ſuſtaining an inferior office, as meſſenger or 


ſervant to another, can be entitled to the real cha- 


racter of the only ſupreme Deity, or claim to be 
worſhipped as the one independent Almighty God 
of all. But if Mr. F's notions are true, the Bible 
writers are an exception to this general rule; for 

although they poſitively declare, that Chriſt is a 


—_— and fervant unto a ſuperior being, and 
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that the only true God e of all is hs 
out any variableneſs or ſhadow of turning, yet, 
they invariably meant the contrary, that Jehovah 
changed his ſtation and became a ſervant, and * 
Chriſt now reigns as ſavereign God. : 
But befare I can admit that the inſpired w writers 


mm could thus make uſe of words concerning the real 


character of the Meſliah, and Almighty God his 
Father, in a direct oppoſite ſenſe from all other 


writers, I muſt. inſiſt upon Mr. F. firſt proving = 


what he ſomewhere aſſerts, © That there are cer- 
tain points wherein, the moſt oppoſite extremes 
gare known to meet.“ Indeed | when Mr. F. has 
made this quite'plain, I ſhall again maintain with 


| him, tharzhe penman of ſcripture would ſay one 


thing and mean the contrary, and that the only 
true God and Father of all and his inferior meſ- | 
ſenger are one and the ſame infinite being, o or 
have now exchanged ſtations with each other. 
It is true, to my ſhame, that before I ek 90 
think in earneſt upon the ſubject, I pretended to 
find no difficulty i in reconciling theſe very wide 
extremes. But then it was not in ideas, but only 
upon paper like Mr. F. that any reconciliatibn 
could ever take place. And a ſubſcription unto. 
all the creeds in the world never yet effected any 
change in the perſon or character of the Almighty, 
nor, Mr. F. knows, ever will. Beſides, if I grant 
an a e of the n of Kripture. meant 
that 
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that Chriſt ſhould be worſhipped as al one ſove- 
reign God, when they expreſsly affirm the contra- 
ry, I have juſt the ſame reaſon to invoke each of 
God's ſervants, as ſupreme as his ſervant Jeſus, Be- 


cauſe, they are equally as deciſive. in declaring 


Chriſt's real inferiority and. ſeparation from infinite 
deity as any of them. Therefore, I muſt entirely 
diſcard addreſſing the mediator as God, or unite 


with the papiſts in invoking all the ſaints upon 
their calendar, and al the : good. men in 95 bible as 


deities |. | 

1 acknowlege, chat whije 1 held TY Mr. F. 
That there are certain points wherein the moſt op- 
polite extremes are known to meet, and never re- 
flected upon the meaning of words, could main- 


tain with him, that the ſame perſon , the meſſiah, 
ſuſtained the oppoſite offices character of 3 an infi- 


- Nite God and a finite creature, was both a muta- 


ble and immutable, a dependent and independent 
being ; ; the one mediator and meſſenger between 
God and man who was ſent as a ſervant, and yet 


the only ſupreme governor of the world who came 
himſelf, the one Almighry God who reigned on 
his throne above all, and yet an inferior character 

who acted in ſubjection unto another. But then; 
theſe notions; were only my mere educati@n- opini- 
ons, which, the moment I folowed Mr. F's advice 
of diſtinguiſhing between the genuine principles of 


my heart, 1 found that all my: delegated; mutable 
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and infetior gods were mere imaginary paper dei- 
ties, that when they came to be examined and 
compared with Jehovah, vaniſhed into fiction and 
non-entities. And I can now as eaſily believe that 
I could convert an oyſter, or all the idols in the uni- 
verſe, into the one ſovereign Creator of the world, 
as God's fervant the mean... 
That vaſt fund of knowledge which I had = 
tended to haye collected from' authors, tolearn how 
to change an infinite God into a finite character, 
and exalt a perſon in an inferior office into abſo- 
lute ſovereignty, was now totally loſt for ever! 
The myſtical plan that Mr. F. had taught me, to re- 
eoncile a trinity of perſons with the ſcripture unity 
of God, 1 now found to be real polytheiſm in dis- 
eviſe. Upon the very ſame principle of mystery 
which I had contended for, the addition of two 
more divine” perſons and a man, unto Chriſt's 
iptive form of worſhipping the Father as 
| ws ſupreme Deity, 1 might, quite as conſiſtent 
with revelation, contend for adding two thouſand, 
By taking upon me to change the only proper bible 
object of divine adoration enjoined by the meſſiah, 
into a mutable and inferior character, on the very 
fame ground I might juſtify all the ſuperſtition and 
idolatry in the world. For, if it is lawful to in- 
voke-any one of God s inferior meſſengers inſtead 
of himſelf, it cannot be wrong to worſhip all the 
n he has made as deities. I muſt; therefore, 
diſcard 
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diſcard worſhipping the N as OY or de- 
clare that every creature in the univerſe is infinite, 
or, that there is no one ſupreme being Ce in 
the bible as the chriſtian's Gd. | 
As I before obſerved, I found that 1 had — K 
taught to learn every thing upon this ſubject 
backwards ; ſo that, when I came to enquire what 


faith the ſcriptures, inſtead of hearkening to what 


faid the Fathers, and was now to go about to write 
a book conſonant with my former creed, I muſt 
vote for an entire new bible and a new God, before 


1 could ftile it divine. The writers of the ſcrips 


tures were advocates for the mediation and meſſiah- 
ſhip of Chriſt and the unity. of Almighty God, 


and I conclude that they were fri, uniform and 
_ fincere Unitarians, becauſe they never contradicted 
themſelves and ſaid that Chriſt and his Father were 


one God, but poſitively affirmed that the only 


being they worſhipped as ſupreme deity, was but | 


one perſon, even the F ather of all who was a ſpirit, 
and without any variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. 


Therefore, before I can conſiſtently with Trini- 


tarianiſm, call the preſent bible divine truth, I muſt 
inſiſt upon a new tranſlation, and order the printer 
to blot out the very name, character and exiſlence 
of the one God -and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and primitive chriſtians, and put in thoſe 
myſtical terms triune, trinity, God · man, &c. in 
his * For as 1 never yet beard of any ehange 
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taking place in the nature, perſon and character of 
Almighty God fince the apoſtles' time, only in tri- 
nitarian creeds ; before I can with propriety admit 
their unmeaning phraſes as preferable to the plain 
language of the Son of God, and worſhip Chriſt 
Inſtead of that God who ſent him, I muſt inſiſt 
upon their producing a book inſpired from heaven 
to prove, that tlie one God of the Jews and the 
chriſtian meſſiah have actually exchanged ſtations. 
Until they have really proved ſuch a change be- 
tween Chriſt and his divine Father, I have as good 
reaſon to conclude, that invoking an inferior cha- 
racter, the Mediator, as Deity, is not worſhipping 
the one God of the Bible, as bowing unto a gra- 
ven image is contrary to the command of Jehovah. 
Through adopting Mr. F's wiſe caution, that we 
muſt learn what is divine truth immediately from 
the oracles of God, I was led to draw theſe con- 
cluſions from my former mode of divine worſhip; | 
and were I now to join with him in addreſſing my 
prayers to the Meſſiah, as the ſovereign, God. 
of all, 1 think that 1 ſhould act a more in- 
confiftent part than either the Deiſt or Atheiſt. 
The man who denies that the univerſe had any 
ereator, makes no uſe of his reaſon, and he who 
fejects revelation as a fiction, ſets up his on rea- 
ſon as a more perfect guide than the wiſdom of 
his maker; but if I profeſs to make the ſcriptures | 
the ** rule of divine worſhip, and yet invoke a 
* 5 | Perſon 
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perſon as deity who declares that he was ſent as a | 


ſervant unto the only true God of all, I not only 


pervert my reaſon, contradict the Meſſiah and him 


that ſent him, and diveſt the Bible of God, but 
unite with heathens in ſetting up a new Deity in 
the place of the one Almighty Father of all, and 
thereby contend for worſhipping the creature in- 
Readof theonly ſovereign Creator ! And, although 
greatly to my. diſgrace be it ſpoken, I have been 
too long perſuaded by preachers of the goſpel, who 
I think ought to know better, highly to applaud 


ſuch antichriſtian conduct, I now cannot help 


declaring from my heart, that for me to continue 
to. umte with any in ſuch practices, would be ir- 
rational, anticeriptural and Nerger in the ex- 
treme Il 

Viewing the ſubject, as chus ſtated; has led i me- 
to conclude, that the mode of worſhipping Deity, 
which I learned from Mr. F. inſtead of deſerving 
the name of promoting Chriſtianity, if followed 
up to its legitimate conſequences, will lead me 


into Deiſm and Atheiſm ! And whether I am right 
or wrong, or deſerve thoſe ſevere  cenſures 


- Trinitarians have combined together to brand me 
with, they may perceive, that my premiſes and 


. concluſions are founded upon Mr. F's juſt and 


_ ſcriptural data, The Goſpel its own Witneſs.” 
The Almighty has made known his true goſpel 


in his word by his beloved ſon; and commands us 
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to hear him. Conſiſtent with my profeſſed regard 
to Chriſt, as my only infallible teacher and pattern, 
1 now think that his plain language and conduct 
ought to be admitted as the beſt evidence what 
were his own and his father's real characters and 
juſt claims. And as he never once declared, that 
he himſelf was the one ſupreme God, but invaria- 
bly affirmed the contrary, and worſhipped a ſupe- 
rior being as his God, and taught his diſciples to 
pray unto the ſame, as the one Almighty God of 
all. Not to allow him the honour of being his 
own witneſs, and his practice worthy of imitati- 
on, was to deny him the privelege of an honeſt 
and good man, which I had too often done; but 
have now determined to treat him og ach 
contempt no longer. 
_ Chriſt plainly declared, .that he was a man nabe 
told the truth which he heard of God, & that the 
true worſhippers worſhip the Father, who was a 
ſpirit, in ſpirit & truth, as the only true God. And 
let who will unite with Mr. F. in contradicting 
and oppoſing his language and practice, I muſt 
admit. his teſtimony. concerning himſelf and his 
divine father, as a fufficient and infallible witneſs 
for what were both their real characters and juſt 
dues. And, whenever I pray, pray to the father 
alone, as ſupreme God, and regard the Meſſiah as 

his ſervant; whom he ſent, and invite Mr. F. and 
all my readers to do the ſame, except they can 

8 e 3 | uc 


PREFACE. _ 


find a more perfect ſtandard of divine adoration, 
than n command and e n the Son of 
God. | 
But in vain 1 epect W I now take up my pen 
and unite with Mr. F. to convert infidels unto 
Chriſtianity by pleading, © That the goſpel is its 
own witneſs,” and deſerves an impartial hearing : 
For thoſe who ſtop their ears with Mr. F. and will 
not hearken to the plain teſtimony of Moſes and 
the prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles, when they 
repeatedly affirm that Jeſus is not the one Almighty 
God in human nature; neither do I ſuppoſe that 
they would be perſuaded from invoking him as 
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ſovereign Deity, even if one was ſent ſrom the dead, 4 
or the Meſſiah deſcended from heaven to inform 1 | 
BE them again, as he often did while here upon earth, | bt 
. dtuhat he was a ſervant and meſſenger of Jen 9 
and not the ſupreme God and Father of all. | 
| However, as Mr. F. and many of his brethren 


have changed their views upon other religious ſub - 
jets, probably I ſhall go too far if I fav, that it 

is impoſſible for them to be brought to impartial 
reflection upon this. There have been men as 
_ confidently contending for their education opini- 
ons of -worſhipping God's ſervant as Deity as 
Mr. F. who have afterwards learned to diſtinguiſh 
between ſuch notions and the ſcripture” character 
of the Almighty, and the genuine principles ef 

o_— 0 88 and have believed their bibles, ſeea 
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30. PREFACE. 
their folly, and recanted ; and, as I know Mr. F. 
to be a thinking, rational man, I will not quite 
deſpair of trying to bring hun to think rationally 
and ſcripturally about the real character of Al- 
mighty God and the Meſſiah, which he has taken 
a great deal of pains to eee to bee 


a favorite ſyſtem. 


With a view to ate Mr. F's own mind! nd 


my prejudiced readers unto the proper exerciſe of 
their underſtandings, and aſſiſt them to lay aſide 


all their prepoſſeſſions in favor of their education- 
opinions, and realize the ſcripture character of 
Almighty. God- and his ſerrant- che Nieffah, 1 


would recommend, to all my readers, à judicious 


caution Mr. F. ſomewhere: gives his opponent, 


which has been of ſingular uſe in aſſiſting me to 
read controverſies with advantage, it reads as fol- 


lows: Let us all take heed of our attachment 


to nm truth itſelf be, on account of its being di- 


Happy will it be for us all if truth be he 
fole object of our enquiries, and if our attachment 


to divine truth itſelf be not on account of its be- 


ing what we once engaged * to en yy: wed 
God- has revealed.” 


By obſerving this wih pious, chriſtians and 


prudent admonition of Mr. F's, I have been 


brought out of that ſuperſtitious whirlpool of per- 


Plexities and confuſion about compounding, di- 
_—_ mul:iplying, and changing the nature, 


3 


| PREFACE, 13 


| perſon , and character of the Ds unchangeable 


God and his ſervant Jeſus; and now enjoy much 


of that happineſs, which is the reſult of cordially 
| embracing what God has plainly revealed as the 
only proper ſtandard of divine truth. 

Such ſubſtantial and ſuperlative felicity, which 
Mr. F. has long, I hope, inadvertently deprived 
himſelf, and many others of, by not believing 


the plain record that God has given of him- 


ſelf and his Son, I ſincerely wiſh that he, and 
all my readers, may obtain and hold faſt until 
their dying hours : Then, at the reſurrection morn- 


ing, they may expect to be preſented by our great 
maſter, Jeſus, along with his faithful followers, 
into the preſence of his and our heavenly Father 


and glorious God, with exceeding joy. a" 
| 5 1 m 0 
7 Sincere Advocate for the Juft rights „ 
Almighty Ged ow bis Servant wy Meſh. 
ut &. SHARMAN 


Cottesbrooke, June 24th, 1800, 
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' SECOND: CAUTION + 


AGAINST | 


'TRINITARIANISM. 


| RevsRenD Six, 


My 1 bas been oh has 
than I at firſt intended, but if the end for which 
it was deſigned is but anſwered by it, to ſet my 
readers impartially thinking upon the ſubject, I 
| ſhall make no apology for its length. However 
others attention may be arreſted in reading the 
foregoing pages, I hope that you will not forget 


© 


to keep in mind, in peruſing what follows, your : 


on wiſe caution, „LET WHAT GOD HAS 
REVEALED BE THE ONLY STANDARD 
TO DETERMINE WHAT Is RIGHT.” 


By always keeping this data in view, we may read 
each other's writings with advantage, although 


| we may differ much in our opinions. 7 
Be it then obſerved, That it is an allowed fact 


* that numbers have lately actually rejected chriſti- ; 


"ys as ſpurious, and turned infidels; and, no 
doubt, 
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| — all of them were influenced by ſome lead- 
ing motive for their conduct; but there may have 


been various means united which have contributed 
to lead to that end, and a vaſt variery of opinions, 
and much difficulty, in _ the primary and 
only influential cauſe: - :* © 


Yet, however difficule it may be to aſſign the 
ſole cauſe bf infidelity, think you will agree with 
me that there are two things, wherever they meer, 
which have ſome tendency to lead that way; one 
is, When there is a perfect agreement between the 
Deiſt and any party in their leading principles and 


mode of proceeding to ſupport their ſcheme; the 
other I would notice is, When there is a direct op- 
poſition in their language and practice to > that o 


Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
As profeſſing Chriſtians, we all enge to 


: own Chriſt as our only maſter, and that thoſe of 
our opinions which are neareſt his ſtandard are 
- moſt like unto primitive Chriſtianity. *You' fup- 
poſe that the plan I have now adopted is quite op- 
poſite to his rules of divine worſhip, and ſubver- 
five of his religion; and as I think that your 
"ſcheme is of that nature, I ſhall endeavour to 


compare the principles of Deiſm with yours, and 


your language a nd practice with that of the infal- 
ble writers. Fhen, as you remark, If it ſnould be 


proved that the ſame principles occupies a place, 


ä . . and an . place in the (Trinitarian) 


| 


TS. 


Khon, it | wilt follow, that Trina ind 
Deiſm muſt be nearly allied” and lead to the ſame 


end; and if following the plain directions and ex-_ - 
ample of Chriſt is the only proof of being real 


promoters of his cauſe, and to eftabliſh your plari 


bf worſhip; you are obliged to contradict and op- 


poſe his language arid practice, and ſet up an op- 


poſite object of divine adoration from that he en- 


Joined, it will appear that you unite with the deift 
and arheiſt in diſcarding revelation, and diveſting 


the bible of God. How far this is a real fact, the 


following remarks are ſubmitted unto your N 
tial conlideration. 
You will then obſerve, That in alt points of 


conſequence wherein you diſagree with real Unita- 


rians you ſeem to coincide with Deiſts. One of 
the moſt important ſentiments in-the ſcheme of 


infidelity, it is well known; is the ſufficiency of | 


human reafoni to inſtruẽt mankind ts worſhip Al- 


mighty God with acceptance. They make reaſon 


the gole umpire in matters of faith: One of the moſt 


eſſential objections which I have againſt Trinita- 
rianiſm is; because the àdvocates for that ſcheme 
entirely discard the plain teſtimony of revelation, 


as law, and make theif reaſon the only foundation 


on which they ſupport cher plan. Herein you ap- 
po” Po to agree with Deiſts, 


Bux as you Reverend Orthodox Gendakeh fre- 
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ing too much uſe of their reaſon, you may be 
ready to ſuppoſe, that I cannot do you juſtice, by 
aſſerting thatyou make reaſon, all in all to eſtabliſh 
your ſyſtem. Indeed, I do not mean that you of- 
fer any thing reaſonable to ſupport your notions; 
for ſurely! nothing can be more irrational, than to 
ö perſuade mankind chat when the Almighty ſent | 
his meſſenger the Meſſiah, he then came himſelf, 
or that the unchangeable Jehovah. had exchanged 
ſtations with his ſervant Jeſus, as you affirm. But 
it is by ſophiſtry or falſe reaſoning that you impoſe 
your opinions as divine. Tou firſt confidently af- 

firm that the Almighty ſays we ought. to worſhip 
the Meſſiah as ſupreme, and then, by reaſoning. 
diſtort the anne, to . ee your 
— | 

Fhe Gone Comma. of, the world, you ſay, 

requires that his juſtice be ſatisfied by an infinite 
atonement, and his broken law fulfilled by a di- 

vine perſon, before he can find in his heart to par- 
don his guilty creatures; and the divine appoint- 
ment of Chaiſt is not ſufficient with you to anſwer 
that. purpoſe, although the Almighty declares that. 
it is. But from no part of your bible can you 


learn ſuch doctrine: : The nature and fitneſs of 


things is your only data. Sin, you. aſſert, is an 
infinite evil, -and the God offended requires an in- 
finite 11 and, from a ſuperſtitious _ 
nation you can invent a ſecond infinite: God, and 
then 


1 
then dag this ſelf. created deity into the peridn 
of the Meſſiah, or the character of Almighty God 
into that of mediator and ſervant, and then, ſtile 
Jehovah: and his Meſſenger, with your imaginary 


| pots, a triune Deity, and god - man Mediator: 
But ſuch beings, all the world knows, are not the 
one ſupreme God of the Bible, who changes not, 


and the one Mediator between God and man. 
Tou are certain, that it is not from the ſacred ora- 
cles that you can learn ſuch doctrine. Inference 
and analogy, in oppoſition to plain revelation, is 


your only foundation for worſhipping the Meſſiah 


and him that ſent him, as the one Almighty God 
'of all; and, although you contend, that it is 


wrong and preſumptuous to ſet up reaſon as a 


ſandard to decide what is divine truth,“ yet, ſuch 
extreme preſumption are you guilty of, as to unite 
vith the deiſts in rejecting revelation, and making 
Je denen ſole umpire in this article of your faith. 


But why you ſhould thus take upon you to ex- 


alt your reaſon above the ſcriptures, to change 


the real character of Almighty God, and the Meſ- | 
ſiah, whom he ſent, with a view to ſupport a po- | 


pular ſyſtem, - is, I think, deſerving your enquiry. 
Rationality is a gift that our Creator has conferred 


upon man, to Uiſtinguiſh him above the brute cre- 


ation, and, the 1 exerciſe of that faculty ap- 


Pears to confiſt, in a due ſubordination of our na- 


traf paſſions and rational powers unto the go- 
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rernment and ſervice of him that made us. But | 
to allow the Bible to be a revelation of God's will 
to mankind, and yet perſuade us, as you have 
done, that we ought not to credit for truth. what 
he has plainly made known of himſelf and his be- 
loved ſan is, I conceive, a daring perverſion of 
dur reaſon, and inſulting the wi{dom and authority 
of our maker. Jehovah, who is a ſpirit, poſitive- 
ly declares of himſelf, that he alone is God, and 
changes not, and that Jeſus Chriſt was his ſervant, 
and would always remain in ſubjection unto him; | 
and why Mr. F. by his lagics and metap] — 2 
ſhould be allowed to have really changed the 
tion of Chriſt and him that ſent him, and ul 
meaning of words, and proyed them both lyars, 
is, as you remark, . too undiſguiſed, we might 
hope, to gain credit with ſerious minds any long- 
er; It really looks more like contending far 
infidelity than chriſtianity. If Mr. F. will thus 
preſumptuouſly exalt his fallen reaſon above the 
wy language of. Jehovah and his ſon Jeſus, I think 
that it is yery unreaſonable in him to cenſure o- 
fbers beca becauſe they Will not follow his example. 
And, as you join the infidel, in exalting your 
opinions above diyine law, ſo you appear to coin- 
_cide with them in being equally as undeterminate 
in your meaning. Natural religion is a vague 
term, and there has been much contention among 
its NE to ſettle an exact ſtandard; and after 


all 1 
' hos : 
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* 
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all that has been Jaid upon the ſubject, it ftill re- 
mains undetermined, _ _Trinity in unity, and god- 
man mediator, are equally as vague, The admi- 
rers of. thoſe terms have had many long conteſts 
to decide with preciſion what were there ideas, but, 
after much inveſtigation, they are greatly divided 
in their concluſians: Some declaring for three 
perſons, others for three offices, and many far 
mere names; and no wonder at this great diverſi- 
ty, for ſuch myſtical terms were never deſigned to 
convey any meaning, but only ta ſerve as a blind 
ta mens' underſtandings, to prevent them reading 
the Bible· account of Almighty God and the Meſſi- 
ah with their own eyes, and imbibing ſcripturg 
views of their real characters and juſt claims. 
This will further appear evident, by obſerying, 
that, as you make uſe of phraſes without any | 
meaning, ſo you unite with the Deiſt ay 
haut the non- importance of principle itſelf on the 
ſubject, When a man is once fixed. in the tenets | 
of Deiſm, it is generally conſidered but. of little 
conſequence to puzzle himſelf about ſentiments ; 
all that he now has to do, to hold faſt his ſcheme, is 
to perſevere in diſcarding revelation and perſuade 
'hinalelf that he is in the right way. In the very 
ſame manner you eſtabliſh your notions for divine 
| truth. Be ſure to continue to reject the ſcripture | 
unity of God, and the plain account of his real 
(TIT and that of his ſervant Jeſus, and hold 
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faſt your notions: of exchanging! their office 0 
ſtatlon as an important myſtery, and all principles 


on the ſubject will be baniſned fromm the under- 


ſtanding, and examination becomes a crime. In- 
deed, "three eoequal perſons, ſuſtaining three fe- 
Parate, unequal, and oppoſite offices and charac- 
ters, as one and the ſame infinite, indiviſible, and 
unchangeable being, is ſuch a ſelf-evident anti- 
ſeriptural contradiction, that it beggars all the pow- 
ers of thought and language to expoſe its abſur- 
dity. Such ideas of the one Almighty God and 


| Father of all, and the Meſſiah, can never be form- 


ed by human or divine intelligencies, or deſcribed 
by the tongue or pen of man! It is a creed that 
annihiilates every rational view of Jehovah out 
of the mind, and is altogether enveloped in 
myſterious darkugſs in the extreme ! and groſs ig. 


norance and 2 ſuperſtitious credulity, or an un- 


prineipled mind, is the only place where ſuch no- 
tions can poſſibly exiſt, and confidence, contrary 
to evidence, the only poſſible means to propagate 


them.” If, therefore, as you affirm, * an unprin- 


cipled mind is a mind which ſcripture and common 
ſenſe agree to execrare,” ſurely Mr. F. will no 
longer join any ſet in propagating opinions which 
are built 'folely upon ſuch a ſandy foundation. 
I kope that I do not miſrepreſent Mr. F's plan 


| of worſhip ;\if I do, I can truly ſay with him, 


that *rnlſrepreſentation | is not "0 aim.” But let us 
* — | 


L a ] 


Further examine your conduct, & I think it will ap- 


pear that I ſpeak the truth in declaring, that no man 
ever hadany real principles upon the doctrine of the 
deity. of God's ſervant. the Meſſiah, nor ever will. 
Only at the very mention of. an inferiority of of- 
fice and character, and delegated power in an in- 
finite God, every rational and pious mind. revolts 


withindignation and. abhorrence, if they ever think 
ſeriouſly on the ſubject. But that you can have 


no principles, will, I think, plainly appear by ob- 
ſerving that great diverſity in your manner of wor- 
ſhip. For although you all contend: for invoking 
Chriſt as the only one Almighty God of all, yet, 


to viſit. your places of devotion, we might juſtly 


conclude, that ſcarceany two of you addreſſed the 


ſame being. Some of you pay Chriſt only a kind 


of complimentary worſnip, by juſt mentioning his 
name as a part of deity at the cloſe; others never 


directly pray unto him at all, and many to no o- 
ther perſon beſides. And, as a plain proof that 
you have no ideas of the being you invoke as 


God, I have often heard numbers of you change 


the object of worſhip more than twenty times in 


che ſame prayer and ſermon, as if you thought the 
Almighty was really as mutable as yourſelves. 

But why ſuch abſurdities in your worſhip? But 
becauſe you never think on your words, but are 
governed merely by the ound of your creed. There 


n 00 no. ne: evidence of an unprincipled 


ax mind 


— ——ͤꝓb ᷑tyʃn — 


„ 
mini wi: your contradicting yourſelves and the 13 
| ſcriptures ſo. repeatedly. If you really mean to- 
worlhip Chriſt as that one God ho never changes, 
Why do you pretend to change his character any 
more than his father's who ſent him? for if they are 
both equally ſupreme, as your creed __ there 
can be no inferiority in either. 
As you generally begin your devotion alone to 
| the Father in the name of Chriſt, it looks as if you 
then thought the Meſſiah was really inferior to 
Deity, and yet, before you conclude, exalt Chriſt 
to an equality with or even above his father, as if 
you ſuppoſed they really exchanged ſtations during 
the time of your worſhip; but you canzfurely, have 
: ns ſuch meaning. Certainly you are very incon- 
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5 
1 1 liſtent in your : lan guage with your ſyſtem; Because; 
| 1 | if Chriſt. is, what you affirm; the only one God of 
119 _ ll -ninety<nine-parts of your devotion out of an 
1 1 hundred, being immediately to the Father alone, 
ty is not adreſſed unto the true God. You need only 
10 reflect how often by your words you change the cha- 
jk. tacter of the Almighty; and yet mean the contra- 
11 H, as a ſufficient proof of an unptincipled mind, 
Sch {ipture- and common ſenſe _ with AE ; 
F. to execrate. 
Indeed, fo far from your 1 any — prins 
ciples upon, ſuch opinions, to realize your own. 
vic, would totally exterminate them aut of the 
world, or, as you ſomewhere expreſs yourſelf, 
ce The | 


es. 


te The bas of your heart would overcome: the 


| badneſs of your creed. And you would find the 
maoſt obſtinate opponent againſt your ſcheme with- 
in your own breaſt. Only diſcard your unmean - 
ing phraſes, and exerciſe your own underſtanding 
- when you pray to Almighty God, and that would. 
be quite ſufficient to annihilate your notions from 
your creed and your bible for ever; and we ſhould: 
| hear no more of your changing the perſon and 
character of an infinite God from your pulpit, at 
the beginning, middle or cloſe of your worſhip, 
than tranſubſtantiation or popiſh infallibility. 
Do but once obſerve your own wiſe caution, 


= „ Diſtinguiſh clearly between your mere educati- 


on opinions and the genuine principles of your own 
dies and you would immediately perceive, that 
ing God's ſervant. the Meſſiah was as contra- 


ry . reaſon, revelation and your own real views 
of deity, as the Iſraelites worſhipping the golden 
calf was oppoſite, to the ſecond commandment. + 


\ Thereis one more principle that I would notice, 


| wherein you appear to coincide with Deiſts, your 


opinions being congenia! with the moſt immoral 
practices. Although, to recommend your notions 
to your readers, you have excluded the immoral 
from your party, yet it is an incontrovertible 


| fact, that the greateſt munbers of the moſt. noto · 


rious characters that ever diſgraced the chriſtian. 
Yor, have lived, and died advocates for the - 


alt io ö Doctrine 
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Doctrine of the Trinity and Deity of the Meſſiah, 
Let the conduct of the majority of the intolerant 
clergy of the church of England and Rome vouch 
for the truth of what Taffirm. Tris vain & ſophiſti- 
cal for Mr. F. to ſay, o that if there be any among 
us who act thus we diſown ſuch characters, for 
chey certainly belonged to no other party, but were 
brethren with you in opinions, although T will not 
clafs Mr. F. as a brother and Ont with them 
in all their antichriſtian practices. Vet, thus much 
I think that theſe facts will be allowed to prove, 
that your ſyſtem, like the deiſt's, is not ſohoſtile to 
the reign of ſin, and influential to promote genu- 
ine religion, as you have repreſented it, but rather 
appears quite the reverſe, Betuuse, the far greater 
number of thoſe who have embraced” your ſcheme 
have been the moſt impious characters. Theſe re- 

marks ſhall ſuffice to ſhew the harmony between 
the leading principles of Trinitarianiſm and Deiſtn 
_I ſhall farther notice wherein they agree in their 
manner of proceedin, g to en and propagate 
their. reſpective ſchenees. 

"You will chen obſerve, W the gel does nor 


deny but that there are many good things in the 


bible, but not quite harmonious with the divine 
ertestions. Natural religion is much Better cal- 
cblated to demonſtrate the equity, wiſdotrt and be- 
gevdlence of vur maker! Herein” you appear to 
unte owl ch them, in recommending your plan of 
wa | OP 


: 1 
worſhip as being that mode alone. which' is consist- 
ent with the character of Deity. With you, che 
Almighty can neither be equitable in his govern- 
ment or bountiful with his favors, until you have 
changed his perſon, nature and ſtation to coincide 
with your creed. St. Paul declares that the one 
mediator between God and man was an Hu- 
man person, the man Chriſt Jeſus, in all things 


like unto his brethren; and that the only ſupreme 


governor of the world, he worſhipped as Deity, was 
but one; divine perſon, even the Father who was 
above all, This doctrine the apoſtle learned from 
the language of his maſter Jeſus; Chriſt ſaid to his 
diſciples. he was a man. that told the truth, and 
chat his father was to be worſhipped as the Caly 
true God of all. But this plain account of the 


Meſſiah and him that ſent him will by no means 


accord with Mr. F's favorite plan. You muſt 


haye a divine meſſiah, and mediator, and a man- 


god governor; 3 and make an inferior meſſenger. of 


Almighty; God,and exalt his ſervant Jeſus to abſo- 


lute ſovereignty, or your ſcheme will not ſtand. To 
convert gan infinite being into a finite character, 


and an inferior perſon into infinity, without any 


diſcord would be a very difficult taſk to many. 
But Mr. F. can pretend to execute this very caſily. 


It is done upon paper, by dividing the godhead be- 
tween the Meſſiah and him that ſent him, and tat 
| Ee their perſons and characters. So that you | 
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when theſe three words are wreſted from their natu- 


1 * 1 


can ſtile Chriſt or his father Meſſiah and Mediator; | 
or worſhip either of them as Almighty God, juſt 


as it ſuits your ſyſtem ; and then recommend 
this mode of changing the perſon and ſtation of 


Jehovah and his ſervant, as that alone which is con- 
fiſtent with revelation, and'the perfections of the 
one unchangeable God, and regard Chriſt's rule 
of worſhipping the Father as Deny, no better 
n * {LIL E $3. 4g 2 9221 
But it ought to be noticed; that a8 ybur Plan of 


dividing, multiplying and changing God is only 
upon paper, and confirmed by confidence, your 


very conſiſtent ſcheme will appear when exatrined 
a mere sound of words, and as directly oppoſite to 
the genuine ſenſe of ſcripture, and the real charac- 


ter of Almighty God, as the properties of a crea- 
rure are comrary to thoſe of the ante creator. 
_ © Tobeſure, you ſamewhere inform usthat'youdo 


but, like too many, your wiſhes & conduct do not 


correſpond ; for this long controverſy ſeems to be 
nothing elſe but a ſtrife about the mere ſound of 


ral meaning, & put into logical dreſs to eſtabliſh 
your ſcheme, read as follows, None but an infinite 
God is the proper object of divine adorationz 
Chriſt is ſtiled God, and ſaid to be worſhipped, 
nn * one. Therefore, 


A | praying 


_ D. 
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praying to the Mefliah is invoking that very being 


who ſent him, and thoſe WhO worſhip the Father 
alone as deity, and regard Chriſt as his ſervant, 
do not worſnip the trne God, and are no better 
than heretics. Thus you blind the underſtanding 
of mankind with ſuch ſophiſtical ſound inſtead of 


plain truth, and prevail with them to admire your 


myſtical phraſes inſtead of exerciſing their own 
underſtandings in reading the bible, The fact is 
this, Tou perſuade your hearers of what great con- 
ſequende it is to wurſhip Chriſt as God, and the 
all importance of the doctrine entirely prevents 
them enquiring for evidence, and then a mere jin- 
gle of unmeaning words ſerves to eſtabliſſi and re- 
commend it for divine doctrine: But if they would 
only diſcard your myſtical terms and attend to the 
real ſcriptural sense of the character of the Meſſiah 
and lim that ſent him, they could not help per- 
ceiving the e arg eee, eee eee 
Mr. Fi has an adult perſon in his congregati 


of words, but knows, that abſolute infinity: 94 
the character of che one Almighty God and Fa- 


ther of all from all other beings; and that he ne- 


ver yet exchanged ſtations with any of his: ſervants. 
And you cannot find a perſon who will pretend to 


be ſo deſtitute of diſcernment 26 to want to be i in- 


ee 1 names 


5 py 


;anbrane of God and his bible, and the meaning 


— — 
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ferior office, and acting by delegation as God's ſer- 
vant, that perſon can never claim ſupreme: adora- 

tion. And there is no man who has ever read his 
bible with attention; and knows the meaning of. the 
words meſſiah and mediator; but muſt be certain, 
that the perſon: who fills thoſe-delegated offices is 
an inferior and ſeparate character from Jehovah z 
and Mr. F. himſelf will not pretend to beiſuch 
a: ſtranger to his bible but grant, that ſuch a 
ſtation is the real character of the Son of God. 
Therefore Mr. F 's long contention for the deity of 7 
Chriſt can be deemed nothing better than a mere 
ſtrife about words to ao profit; to 0 ſubvening 
mankind and perverting the truthm iet d o vic 
And as you find many — quite: 0 - 
poſit to ydur ſcheme, both in ſound and ſenſe, 
the next ſtep that you take to recommend your 
plan 4s to mmi N the n ina hennentiag plain 


tween 0 um be bible and 5 
> SHO ER — to e 


5 —— palitivel © 
— == lowed: 

niean what they affirm, that Chriſt and his Father i 
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as ſervant in ſubordination to the other, and claim- 
ing a diſtinct and unequal regard. Something 
therefore muſt be done with theſe plain and desi- 
five paſſages which oppoſe your opinions, for you 
do not like to have the name of contradicting the 
Meſſiah & God his Father, although you are obli- 


ged to do ſo. But, ſomehow or other, you have got 


ſuch an art of managing your contradictions, that 


Fou can even perſuade people that you ſpeak the real 


ſenſe of ſeripture i in the very alt of contradicting it. 
Having, as I before obſerved, divided the Godhead 


between the Meſſiah and him that ſent him upon 
paper, you find no difficulty in perverting and 


| changing the real ſenſe of thoſe palſages that ſpeak 
of the inferiority of Chriſt and the ſuperiority of 


his Father above him, and you can explain them 


to mean perfect equality. And when the Meſſiah 


declares that he acted by delegation from another, 
you can make ſuch language ro ſignify God Al- 
mighty ſpeaking himſelf, only then us acting in his 
lower office. So. that al though the bible writers 
maintain an infinite diſparity between the perſon 
and character of the Meſſiah and Almighty God 


- who ſent him, their language with you ſtands for 


nothing at all. With your in.erpretation you can 
entirely change the meaning of words, and tell 
your hearers, that there is no difference or diſtincti- 
bn between Chriſt and his Father, for they are per- 


oy _ Yeu one and the ſame infinite being. 


YI 1 


Thus, 


— 


11 


«, Fo: 80 On, killing « one text and.ſt — 
until you have formed quite another goſpel, that 
of St. Athanaſius, and perſuade your hearers Hove 
voaſtly more god - Iiæe is your - inferential. goſpel of 
r de plan goſpel e en 
le was the office of the jewiſh. 1 , b 
fon text and give the gente for their ediflcationz 
but by obſerving your manner of treating ſcripture, 
wemighrjuſtly conclude, that you imagined yours - | 
ſelves called of God to contradict and p. vert the A 
plain language of the bible, to prevent the people 
from underſtanding of it. This you haye done 5 
when you undertook to perſuade mankind, chat 
che Meſſiah and Almighty God his father had ex- 
changed ſtations, or that when Gd ſent his ſon, | 
this ; meſſenger d was the one ( God who came himſelf a 
it appears, as you remark, as though, you. © ke took. | 
up your pen to write in favor of nonſenſe, rather 
than godlinefs,” and meant to join the profane: in- 
del in turning the language of ſcripture into bur- 


1 8 b and e the Mics 8 5 Fon 5 


„ >, a + =o” » 


= gelle in \ affirming, that Chriſt had A 825 
aboye him whoſe ſervant he was, and be their lan- | 
guage, as you. fay, was ſo plain and intelligible to 
the e of * common Pepe, tha 


* 


D 


they could not miſunderſtand their meaning, if 


you had not firſt perverted its contents to eſtabliſſi 


your ſyſtem. . 
Let but the Gimpleſt man in all your congroggls 


tion, whoſe judgment is not warped by your myfs 


tical interpretation, only read the bible-account- 
of the character of Chriſt and Moſes, and he 


could not help perceiving, that they were Bob 


ſent as ſervants to the ſame God, arid b6th equal- 
ly claimed to be regarded as his - meſſengers, in 
ſubjection unto him, & not to be invoked as Deity, 


Were half-a-dozen unlettered day-labourers on- 
ly allowed to read the ſcriptures with their own 
eyes, and exerciſe their little ſtock of unſophiſti- 
cated common sense, they would put a whole con- 
vocation of you Rev. Divines to the bluſn, for 
tts inſulting their underſtandings, in perſuading 
them, that an infinite and finite character were 


perfectly equal; and that when the Almighty ſent 


his Meſſenger, this ſervant of the Lord was no o- 
ther being than Jehovah himſelf; Inſtead of theſe - 


plebeians admiring your changing the character of 


the ſupreme Governor of the World, into a me- 
diator and ſervant to his creatures, and exalting 
the Meffiah above him, they would be able to ex- 
poſe ſuch © nonſenſe” to contempt; and inſiſt up- 
on it with St. Paul, that a mediator is not a me- 


diator of one, but God is one, even the Father. 


For as you juſtly obſerve, If people were to talk | 
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cloaths, and lain in a manger, 


6 | 
in matters of ſcience and philoſophy as you (Rev. 


Divines) have affected to talk in religion, theß 
would be treated as fools, and deemed unworthy 


of attention.“ It is only upon this ſubje& that 


men have ever been applauded for contending for 
that to de divine truth, that God himſelf, and all 


dhe world declare is a notorious falſehood! 


To be ſure you do ſomewhere inform us « It | 
is the glory of chriſtianity that it is a plain nd ra- 


tional ſyſtem.” . Herein I cordially agree with you, 


but would aſk in your own words, Is it not 


ſtrange that plain things ſhould become ſo abſurxd 
through your interpretation? Lou muſt mean the 
. chriſtianity, of the New Teſtament, and not your 
myſtical plan, that can have any. claim to rationa- 


lity, or can be underſtood by the common people. 
When you affirm of the everlaſting God who 

fills immenſity,. that he was wrapped. in ſwadling 
and the one un- 
changeable Creator and Father of all relinquiſhing 


his original dignity, and © becoming a ſervant and 
mediator; and dying upon the croſs, it looks as 


you ſay, as if yo ant ce jn favor of nonſenſe 
rather than godlineſs; and if it is the glory of 
chriſtianity that it is a rational ſyſtem, by ſuch de- 
grading language Mr. F. muſt attempt to rob. it, 
of all its glory! For as vou obſerve, The moſt 


abſurd notions may be afſerted, and ſeem plauſi- 
ble, under the covert of a few unmeaning terms; 


Ll 


98 
when the ſame things, if ſtripped of that covering, 
would appear ridiculous at firſt fight.” And pray, 
Sir, What can be more ridiculous, than to'per- 
ſuade people, as you have done, that the one God 
of the New Teſtament was a mutable being, who 
acted as a ſervant to the God of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and yet that Jews and Chriſtians ought 
to worſhip one and the ſame unchangeable God? 
But as ridiculous as your conduct muſt appear 
to every impartial mind, by your myſtical and ſo- 
 Phiſtical mode of interpretation, you can perſuade 
your hearers that it is impoſſible but you ſhould 
be right, and that your opponent muſt be in a 
great error. If I plead that Chriſt is a mediator 
and meſſenger ſent of that God who was above 
him, this ſay you, we never pretend to deny ; but 
here is my grand miſtake : although I am quite 
- _ right in ſaying that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, and 


God his Father and our Father, as I will not u- 


nite with you in contradicting him, 'and actually 
changing his character into that of Almighty God - 
who came himſelf, I am ſure to be wrong. Thus, 
as you ſay, Lou ſee, or may ſee, that it is not in 
the power of language to ſtand before ſuch eriti- 
ciſms and reaſonings as thoſe on which you build 
your ſyſtem; for it ſeems as you remark, **as 


though you did not underſtand the meaning of 


words, by attempting to change an infinite cha- 
racter into RO: and inferiority into infinity. a 
* | H 2 5 Will 


1. 54 J 


will not I hope be offended with me, in W 
you of an hint you lately made of your opponent's 
expounding the bible, as not altogether unappli- 
cable to yourſelf: Such, Sir, is your expoſition of 
ſcripture. Except 1 in a certain maniac, in our 
own country, I never recollect to have ſeen ſo 
much violence done to the word of God in ſo 
ſmall a compaſs; and as you juſtly remark of 
the ſame opponent: ] conſider as a further proof 
of your talents for fair & plain reaſoning being per 
verted by a ſyſtem. 
Although the abſurdity of * God's 
inferior meſſenger as ſupreme Deity is, 1 think, 55 
the greateſt inſult upon the underſtanding and pi- 
ety of chriſtians that was ever advanced in the 
world, yet to perſuade people to adopt the prac- 
tice, you unite with the Peiſts in propoſing your 
plan as an improvement upon Chriſt's mode of 
| worſhip, which was once proper but now grown ob- 
folete. The Infidels grant, that there are MANY EX- 
cellent truthsinthe Bible, but with them it is ſome- 
what defective, and wants a little correction and 
addition to make it ſuit their taſte: Only add their 
ſcheme of natural religion, and that will perfect 
the whole. Trinitarians appear to act in the very 
ſame manner. The ſcripture- account of the uni- 
ty, indiviſibilicy, immutability, and ſovereignty. 
of God our | Father as alone infinite Deity, and 
the ſeparation and inferiority of the Meſſiah 
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1 

as his ſervant, they own, has a great deal of truth 
in it; but then it ſavours too much of the unitari- 
an leaven with Mr. F. to be admitted for plain 
bible doctrine in its own native form. The ex- 
preſs and deciſive words of Chriſt concerning 


himſelf and God his Father, are too rude a ſketch 
to be admired without a further poliſh. Such 
plain deſcriptions of the only true God of all and 
his ſervant the Meſſiah might do very well for the 
firſt chriſtians, but are quite too beretical for mo- 
dern taſte, Some human artiſt. muſt be employ- 
cd to tectify the divine platform, before Mr. F. 
can allow it to paſs for ſcripture truth among the 
common people. The only preſcriptive form 4 
worſhipping the Almighty in-the whole Bible, en- 
joined by the Son of God, is treated by Mr. F. 
with contempt, until it has received his addition 
of two more divine perſons and a man: Only dif- 
card Chriſt's mode of worſhip, and adopt your 
improved form in its ſtead, and all things will be 
brought to perfection. Yea, of ſuch vaſt conſe= 
quence is your antiſcriptural plan, that unleſs a 
man will ſubſcribe to a creed, and publickly de- 
clare, that he will not follow Chriſt's directions 
alone in praying to God, but believes that your 
plan is much better, he is not to be admitted into 
your pulpits or congregations, but excommunicated 
as an avowedenemy toreligion, an heretic & beathen. 
1 write what Mr. F. knows to be a fact; and if 
Jou 15 1 | yr heighth of folly and pre- 
| ſumption 
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ſumption to be wiſe above what is written in 
the ſeriptures,” I hope that Mr. F. will be aſnam- 
cd of being any longer ſo preſumptuous as to wor- 
| ſhip the Meſſiah, God's ſervant, inſtead of that 
being who ſent him, contrary to his plain com- 
mand and example, and impoſe the practice on 
— as an eee _— Chriſt's m_ 
nal plan. 

But er you hat * 2 your ame of 
| worthig as much preferable to the Meſſiah's ſtan- 
dard, the next ſtep that you take to recommend 
it is, by uniting with Deiſts in delivering your'o- 
pinions in a di#atorial and conseguential tone, as 
a far more eligible, certain, and ſafer plan than 
Chriſt's. The infidel propoſes natural religion as 
fo very plainly made known to all, that you might 
as reaſonably expect the Almighty muſt give writ- 
ten directions for the fiſh to ſwim, and the bird to 
fly by rules, as reveal laws to govern the actions 

of moral agents: Nature's voice, ſay they, ſpeaks 
in ſuch deciſive language, that her dictates cannot 
be miſunderſtood by any, and. revelation is quite 
ſuperfluous and contemptible, as repreſenting the 


author of nature at variance with his own works. 
In this very light does your ſcheme repreſent the 


only true God of the bible. He has plainly in- 


formed us, that his nature, perſon, and character 


are abſolutely one, but his own account of him- 
ſelf will hy no means accord with your creed. 


E 1 
Vou well know, that the plain language of the 


Meſſiah concerning himſelf and Almighty God 
his Father, who ſent him, is as diſguſtful in moſt 


trinitarian ears, as divine inſpiration in the ears of 


a deiſt; and you likewiſe muſt grant, that your 
myſtical terms, triune, incarnate God, &c. are 
admired above. the ſcripture-names. of Jehovah 
and Father, among your party, as much as natu- 
ral religion is extolled by infidels as preferable-to 
bible truth. The infidels alledge, that if the Bi- 
ble had not contradicted the laws of nature, they 
would have received it as divine; and you declare, 
by your conduct, That if Chriſt had never ſaid, 


When ye pray, pray-to the Father, .but always 
prayed himſelf, and directed his Diſciples always 


to have prayed to your three perſons as their God, 


you would then have credited his teſtimony as true, 


and followed him alone as your only teacher and 


example; but as he never mentioned one word a- 
bout a triune Deity, but affirmed quite the con- 


trary, that the God of chriſtians was but one per- 
ſon, even his Father, you are obliged to diſcard 


his language and practice as heretical and Spurious, 


and recommend your improved form, as that a- 
lone which is eſſential to ſalvation. 


- And when you have thus perl; uaded 9 


dat there is no probability of their being ſaved 
without worſhipping the Meſſiah as the one 
n Deity, icomrary: to his own. directions, 1 

you 
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you appear to unite with Deiſts in propagating 
your opinions, by teaching people to read the 
Bible backwards, and treat the writers as im- 


Poſters, The general rule of judging what ate 


the real ſentiments of an honeſt man is, by obſerv- 
ing what himſelf declares ; but the method you 
inſtruct mankind what were the opinions of the 


inſpired writers concerning the Meſſiah and he 


that ſent him, is quite contrary to this rule; In- 
ſtead of learning from their plain language what 
were their views of the hature, perſon, and cha- 
rater of Jehovah and his ſervant Jeſus, we muft 
conclude, that they were either ignorant enthuſi« 
aſts, or hypocritical deceivers; who ſaid one thing 
while they meant quite oppoſite. You own that 
they were advocates for the unity of God, and 
do you prove it? Not by appealing to what they = 
ſay, as is the beſt mode of proof in all other caſes, 
for you know that they never once aſſerted that 
Father, Son, and Spirit were one God; yer ſay 
you, we muſt Ra that was — their 
meaning; and, notwithſtanding whenever they 
notice the one God of all, they never nention any 


other name or perſon but the Father alone as the 
only true God, we are to conclude that they al- 
55 ways meant there were two more perſons in Deity. 
Iris really fomewhar ſerious to obſerve,” how yu 
prevail with people to treat the ä 
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the RET of deceivers, and to- regard yourſelf as 
an honeſt man. You know that they were ſtrict 
and conſiſtent Unitarians in their words, Be- 
cauſe, they never joined any other name or perſon 


with the F ather as the one God of all, and yet 


you plead that they were ſound Trinitarians at 
heart. If you was to ſay one thing and mean the 
contrary, Men ought to treat you as a deceiver; 
& according to your ſcheme, Chriſt & his Apoſ- 
tles ought to be treated as enthuſiaſts or the vileſt 


impoſtors, declaring that of the Meſſiah aud him 


that ſent him which they knew to be falſe ! 


But when you have prevailed with 3 to N 


und their Bibles backwards, and treat the authors 
as impoſtors, and yourſelf as more infallible, you 
can even perſuade them to admire your conduct, 
in further uniting with Deiſts in directly contra- 


dicting and oppoſing the plain language of revela- 
tion, to eſtabliſh your plan; only with this differ- 
ence, the infidel diſcards the whole bible as a 


fiction, and you contend for a part as inſpired, but 
violently oppoſe and contradict thoſe texts which 
do not agree with your ſyſtem. _ Every paſſage 
within the bible, which plainly expreſſes the na- 


ture, perſon, and character of the only one true 
God and Father of all and his ſervant the Meſſiah, 


you muſt poſitively contradict and eraſe out of 
the book, before you can poſſibly claim to be 
heard i in ene for worſhipping the Mediator 
bn” 1 LE 
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t es 
as. xy Deity. F will Juſt gb give. 2 2 thort ſpe- 
cimen to my readers of your oppoſition to bible 
truth, by contraſting a few paſſages with your 
creed, that they may perceive that you do not 
| learn all ++ immediately. from the Oracles of God, aq 
as you adviſe others to do- — 


Chriſt told his diſciples 
that when he was gone to 


5 heaven, they ſhould aſk 


him nothing, but pray to 
Me Fatheri in his name, for 
the true worſhippers wor 


n W 


Cn ot often away” Wes 
he did not comeof hi mſelf 
to do his own will, but 


— 2 


ated folely by delegation. 
from: ano! ? 


G74 ? * 
4d > ” 


« n Wie tend uf. 
firms theMeſſiah, to'know. - 


me Father to de the only 
true God, and own: me as 
his meſſenger whom he 


wor- * 


Peter 


Hip the Father e N U 


Chu meant no „ fach 
thing ſays Mr. F. for to 
addreſs another being as 


1 Deity in his name would 
| prove Et himſelf was not 


ſupreme God. Tris quite 


wrong to pray afterChriſt's 


manner, for the only true 
1 9 worſhippers. W 
i Meſſiah as God who 


the 


not a ſpirit. 5 


I That cannot be uus, fa 
Mr. F. for 1 have proved 


that Clift” had no 'one a. 
bove him, but always reign 


ea as the only . 


God of all. Ne 
That is Ges Enjitta 


_ miſtake, ſays Mr. F. for 
have often told my peaple 


that it is eternal death to 


wWorſhip the Father as the 


only true God of all, and 


* 3 regard Chriſt: as his inferi- 
= or ſervant. 1 


But 


8 
Peter declared that Chriſt 


was the ſon of the living 


God, à man approved of 


: 
God. 
. a * 
* 
* 


To us, * St. Paul, there ; 


is but one God even the 
Father of all who is above 


all, and one Mediator be- | 
tween God and man, the 


man Chriſt Jeſus. 


The ola Toftament pro- 


phets invariably affirm that 


the Meſſiah was to be a 


N that the Lord their 
God 


1 


But, aſſerts Mr. F. had 


I heard Peter's ; confeſſion | 
11 ſhould have reproved 
both him and his maſter 


+ 


too for commending ſuch” 


hereſy, for I am much bet- 


ter informed who the Meſ- 


ſiah was, and am allowed 
to have proved that Chriſt 
was not a man approved of 
God, but the one living 
God himſelf. 

The apoſtle was quite 
miſinformed, declares Mr. 


. and has deceived Dr. | 


Prieſtley and others i in al- 


firming that Chriſt was an 
human mediator, and the 


Fatheralone ſupreme God, * 


I have proved there is no 


ſuch doctrine i in the bible, : 


the fame being that was 


mediator was ſovereign 


Deity. Paul was entire! 
wrong in not calling Chriſt 


god-manmediator, & him 


and his father the one S od 


| of all. . 


All the 2 reſpect 
ing the meſſiahſpip & me- 
diation of Chriſt, Mr. F. 
declares, are mene 
1 2 fate! 


— 
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God . mite up and 
ſend as his ſervant like un- 
to Moſes, to act as a middle 


perſon between God and 


Man, 


St. John informs us that 
che ſole deſign of their 
writing the hiſtory of their 


maſter was to prove to tlie 


world that he was God's 
Inferior meſſenger. Theſe 


things were written that 


ye might believe that Jeſus 

was the Chriſt, the ſent of 
lam God, ſays Jehovah 
and change not, the on- 
ly ſovereign Creator and 
Father of all, beſides me 
there is no God. | The 
inſpired writers ſaid, That 


the Lord their God was 
one Lord, and his name 


was ſs 


Al 


falſe ! The Almighty ne- 


ver meant to ſend any meſ- 


ſenger to mediate between 
himſelf and mankind, but 
deſigned to become incar- 
nate and come himſelf as 
the promiſed Meſſiah, for 
I have made it plain that 
Chriſt was the & everlaſt- 
ing God when wrapped in 
ſwaddling on and lain 
in a manger.” 


No ſuch thing fas Mir. F. 


St. John was quite, mis- 
taken, for the whole ſcrip- 
tures were written to de. 
monſtrate that Jeſus was 
not ſent as Gad's ſervant, 
but to be worſhipped as 


the one ſupreme God ao 
wt,  -. 


Thnom better than the in- 
ſpired prophets, ſays Mr. F. 


| Jeſus the mediator, who 


wasrich and became poor, 
was likewiſe our Maker & 
God. I have ſpent my life- 


time in proving that the 


God of Chriſtians is a 
changeable being, and have 5 
made it appear that, the 

| ' Almighty 
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Almighty Father was quite "miſtaken in deckaririg- that 


himſelf alone was Deity; for his ſon Jeſus and another 


perſon were equally ſupreme. The ſacred writers were 
in 4 great error indeed, aſſerts Mr. F. in uſing the 
ſingular. number I, thou, me, &c. when ſpeaking of 
Jehovah, for they ought always to have uſed the plu- 
ral we, us, them, &c. for three are always = more than 
one. 
To quote all the paſſages that you are ob- 
| liged to contradict to eſtabliſh your ſcheme 
would be to write out the greater part of the 
bible ; theſe will ſuffice to ſhew, that Trinita- 
rianiſm and Primitive Chriſtianity ' are not ſy- 
nonimous terms nor principles, as many are 
impoſed upon to believe, but Oy ma ep in 

words and real ſentiments. 

You ſomewhere complain of your opponent 


« flying in the face of ſcripture language; but 1 


think that we cannot find even amongſt the moſt 
impious Deiſt or Atheiſt, a more daring oppoſition 
unto the expreſs language of revelation, than what 
you are obliged to practiſe to eſtabliſh your mode. 
Io be ſure, by ſubſtituting your curious diſtinc- 
tions of a two-fold and oppoſite office and, cha- 


"rafter of the Almighty, and adopting your my-. 


ſtical plan of explaining ſcripture, you can per- 


ſuade people that all thoſe number of texts which 
are directly oppoſite to your creed, ſpeak the very 
fame doctrine; but the queſtion which determines 


the propriety and nn of your W 


the 
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the divine oracles, to ſet up an a object of 
ſupreme worſhip from that enjoined by the Son of 
God is, as you obſerve, © Whether we are to un- 
derſtand the New Teſtament as it was left by the 
ſacred writers, or, as corrected, amended, cur- 
tailed and interpreted (by you Rev. Orthodox Di- 
vines,) with a view to make it accord with your 

favorite ſyſtem ?” Yes, an anſwer to this queſtion 
'' ſeems to decide the controverſy ; ; for, if it can be 
proved, that by your comment and confidence, 4 
you have actually changed the nature, perſon, and 
character of Almighty. God and his meſſenger, 
the Meſliah, and the meaning of ſcripture lan- 
guage, as you affirm, that will make it appear 
right to worſhip God's ſervant Jeſus as ſupreme 
Deity; But, if after all your labour and applauſe, | 
the properties and ſtation of Jehoyah and our Ad. 
vocate and Mediator ſtill remain the ſame, as 
plainly recorded in revelation, and the writers 
meant what they expreſsly affirm, then, to invoke 
the Meſſiah as che one God of all, inſtead of that 
infinite being who ſent him, can be deemed no- 
thing leſs than uniting with the Deiſt and Atheiſt 
in Iiveſting the Bible and the world of God! - 
On impartially comparing Trinitarianiſm with 
N Deiſin, I apprehend that we may juſtly conclude - 
with you, that the near affinity between them i is 
| Jo manifeſt, that it is in vain to diſown i it. No- 
Ok” ee them eee, the ſame.” For 
| 


as 


— 


n 
as you obſerve, «There are degrees of infide 


as well as immorality. An avowed Deiſt may 7 80 
more of an infidel than a LTrinitarian]; but as 


you ſay, Infidels they both are, and both unite 
in making God a lyar.“ Does Mr. F. ſuppoſe 


that T accuſe him unjuſtly, in "thus claſſing him 


with the Deiſts in attempting to make the Al- 
mighty appear ſo impious ? St. John confirms it 
asa fat; for, he that believeth not the record 
God has given of "himſelf and his Son maketh 


- God a lyar. And, as Mr. F. has written ſome 


hundreds of pages, and preached many thouſand 
ſermons to perſuade people that the Almighty 


never had a ſon whoſe name was Jeſus, wkom he 
ſent as his meſſenger and fervant, to be Mediator 
between himſelf 1 mankind, but declares, that 


Perſon the Bible writers affirm bears that name and 


office, was the one everlaſting God himſelf in hu- 


man nature. Such declarations can be deemed 


_ nothing leſs than Joining the Infidels i in making 


the Meſſiah and God his Father both Iyars, for 
Mr. F. knows, that they poſitively aſſert that they 
were two ſeparate and unequal beings, one acting 


4 as a ſervant i in ſubordination unto the other, al- 
though you have e numbers to believe the 


contrary! 
When we take up * writings of Roe og ; = 
Lidels we do not wonder if we find them uſe ridi- 


ſor 
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ie eb we expect better things from ay 
_ profeſſed friends of chriſtianity; and yet, to eſta- 
bliſh your ſcheme, you are obliged to make uſe 
of ſar more abſurd and degrading language con- 
cerning Almighty God than the moſt inconſiſtent 
Deiſts. Whilſt they only deny him the preroga- 
| tive a giving any written laws to mankind, you 
repreſent him as deceiving them with prevarication, 

* chicanery, and falſehood, inſtead, of plain truth. 
| According to your creed, Jehovah and his ſeryant 
: Jeſus fay.one thing and mean the contrary on pur- 
| 7 poſe to lead us into error and deluſion ; And, # 
we believe what they have ſaid to be true, and fol- 
lo their directions as our only guide, we are cer- 
tain of falling into what your party call, that dam- 


noble k of worſh ing the ed. Ae 


e e 36-003 e 1 . 
If Mr. Fe hub the RAT OGG I gi refer 
Ao. to a piece lately publiſhed dy my near neighbour, the 
| Rev. Mr. Jones of Creat Though 1 do ſuppoſe that the 
Pious 4 author has gone rather fürther in menacing language 3 o 
than many of his brethren quite approve of, yet he has ho- 
neſtiy ſpoken" out the ſenſe and ſpirit of your ſyſtem, that 
numbers of you are aſhamed to ſpeak ſo plain. To be ſure, 
Mr. J. even curſes thoſe who will not join him in his ana- 
 thematizing language, which may probably fall upon ſome of 
his more candid brethren ; for he tells them, if any of them 
mould even * hope that any of my opinions may go to hea- 
ven, it is a yain parade, glaring hypocfily, and awful igno- 
| rance;”. and declares, -**thoſe who even hope to ſee any of 
. ane cer. Bible as ſoon as that hope is 
: | founded; 25 
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"RAY (a 1] 

IP our Lord Ys Chriſt as the only one ſupreme 
| God of all, and regarding his Son as the true 
Meſſiah who was ſent ! | 
But muſt we believe that he God of tend] 5 
truth and his well beloved ſon would thus deceive . 10 
mankind with lies, in declaring that they werte | 
two ſeparate and unequal beings, and claimed a 1 

diſtinct and unequal regard, if we had been re- g 

quired to have worſhipped chem both as the only 

one infinite God and Father of all? No, rather 
let us conclude with Mr. F. * That a ſeheme 1 
which requires us to maintain ſuch manifeſt in- Wl 
conſiſtencies, as yours does, muſt be ſome how or 
other fundamentally wrong; and that Chriſt's 
language and his who ſent him is, after all your 
oppofirion, likely to be fundamentally right. For 
zs you ſay, a God of ſuch deſcription, who could 

: deceive his creatures by ſaying one thing and 

meaning the contrary, would become an object of . 

il contempt to every ſerious mind.” And may we 
not with you indulge the hope i is too undiiguiſed 

to gain credit with ſerious minds any longer; be- 
cause, as you obſerve, ee ſuch doctrine cannot be 
chat light which cometh from above, but the dark-, 
neſs which ſpringeth from beneath ING to e- 
clipſe „ K As 
founded; " an pefitively affirms, 6 that we are gone i back to | 
ö Heatheniſm, and guilty of Cain's infidelity, Baalam's dupli- 
city, and Korah's rebellion; and that you may read bur reli- | || 


. gion, our politics, and our doom, in the ſecond chapter of 
_ _ the Second SRO of Peter, as direQly accurſed of God.“ 
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. Mr. F, has taken upon him to contradict 
the language and practice of the Son of God, and 
to tell the world that he was entirely miſtaken i in 


| praying | to his facher, and infiryting his „ e 


„„ 


for himſelf can teach them a ME better plan; ; 
It may not be altogether i improper to interrogate 


Mr. F. in his own words, “ What is he about ? 
What does he mean,” by thus miſrepreſenting : and 
diſhonoring that holy God he profeſſes to adore. 


and ſerve, and inſulting the authority of our ex- 


alted advocate and mediator at God's right hand, 
he pretends to love and follow as his only guide ? 
When you took up your pen with a view. to per- 


1 ſuade mankind that you could a actually change the 
| nature, perſon and character of the Meſſiah and 


that one Almighty, God who ſent him, did you | 


5 ſuppoſe that men in the eighteenth century. would 
never make any uſe of their underſtandings when 
they prayed unto God! ? or muſt we not conclude 
that when Mr. F. changes the character of Jehovah 
more than ten times in one prayer and ſermon, he 
neyer can properly exerciſe his own underſtanding ? 
8 Surely ! you could never mean to, prove that the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was a 
„ fictitious name in ſcripture, Who never had 
any exiſtence z and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were quite deceiyed in worſhipping, him as the 
only one true God of all, inſtead of the ___ | 
| Ran, he ſens, ont e invoke as oy 
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Bout ſeriouſly, what can Mr. F. have been all 


his life-time employed about, in thus turning 
thiligs upſide down, and attempting to convert an 
infimte God into a finite character, and exalt one 
of his ſervants into abſolute infinity above him- 
ſelf? Thee following words of your own 1 chink 
ſo proper an anſwer to this queſtion, that T ſhould 
not do you juſtice if 1 did not remind you of them: 


ce There is (you ay) a ſet of principles which have 


got into the world by Stealth, principles which 
great numbers Ack upon, but which ſcarce any one 


dares openly maintain. Let them but be fairly | 


ſtated, and thoſe that hold them, if they have any 


feeling, will be ſhocked at the thought of them. 


Were they but openly and in words avowed, ma- 
8 ny wortliy characters Who maintain them, would 
ſee their . _ retra act & them.” ” _ Upon this 


„ 


| ing God's nies as the one Ang God of 


all, I Will make the following remarks: 


You ſomewhere inform us, That the Khoſtles 


did not make uſe of terms in a contrary ſenſe from 


the common affairs of life, and that the moſt na- 


tural and obvious meaning is the only proper ſenſe 
of ſcripture.” According to your rule of inter- 


pretation I proceed to obſerve, That you muſt | 


grant, when'the Son of Man prayed unto his Fa- 
ther, and commanded his Dilciples to pray unto 


him alone as the * true God of all in his name, 5 
and 
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EF 3 
and required them to regard himſelf as God's infe- 
rior meſſenger & ſeryant, who was ſent, Chriſt then 


E ſowed good Seed in the world. And, as the natu- 


ral obvious and only poſſible ſenſe of his language 
is, That the true worſhippers worſhipped | the Fa- 
ther as Deity, who is a ſpirit, and regarded Chriſt 
as the promiſed Meſſiah, that muſt be the only 
7 right. ſenſe of ſcripture; and, as you cannot help : 
' Knowing, that your compound, delegated, muta- 


ble, ſubordinate, and inferior deity the mediator, | 


is as oppoſite in his real character and ſtation from | 
that Being who fays, Iam God and change not, as 


a finite creature and an infinite God; you muſt al- 


low that ſome enemy to Chriſt and his Father has 
| ſown your opinions while men ſlept, and thus they 
were ſown in the church through craft, „ and have 
grown up by stealth in the night; To chat when 
ever you are awake, and will compare your noti- - 

ons in open day-light with Chriſt's. plan of wor- 8 

mip, you will perceive. that they are as contrary to 
huis language and practice, as tares are oppoſite to 
ſterling wheat; and, no doubt but you will then 
diſown and diſcard z all ſuch tenets as upright men 
| would Stolen goods, as being highly diſgraceful 8 

| chriſtians, and diſhonourable to the Meſſiah and 
+ Almighty God his Father, As you will find up- 
on examining. the data on which they have been 
introduced and propagated, that you did not come | 
bene by them, nor can continue to hold them 

| witho at 


£44 3 
without robbing — maſter Jeſus and him that ſent 


him of their lawful authority and juſt claims; and 


if you are not paſt feeling, will be greatly ſhock- 


ed at ſuch diſingenuous and diſhoneſt' conduct to- 


wards characters you highly eſteem, and retract 
it with abhorrence as moſt ſhameful and contemp- 


ible to the chriſtian name ; and unite with me in 
making the Meſſiah's directions and example your 


only rule of divine worſhip, When ye pray, pray 


to the Father as ſupreme God, whom St. John de- 


clared was, when he wrote mene, without wy 
variableneſs or ſhadow of turning. 
And, as I never yet heard of any change RON 
ing place, ſince Chriſt was upon the earth, in the 
perſon & character of the one Almighty God of the 
bible, only in Trinitarian creeds, I muſt conclude 
wich you, that they have adopted «a falſe creed, & 
a kind of ſuperſtitious devotion may be kindled by 
falſehood; for what they have affirmed of chang- 
ing Jehovah and his Servant muſt be a falſity, if 


the Bible is credited for divine truth. And if we 
follow the Apoſtle's direction we muſt ſay, Let the 
word of God be true, and every man a lyar who 


- contradicts it, as Mr. F. is ne to do to 
eſtabliſh his ſcheme, _ 
\, However, as I do really habe that Mr. F. is not 


: at preſent among thoſe whom the apoſtle deſcribes 


as being paſt feeling, and given over to ſtrong de- 


ſion to continue to believe and jultify a hem 
lie, | 
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numbed by adhering to human ſyſtems, are ſtill 
capable of being made to feel the power of divine 

truth. With a view to rouſe into exerciſe! thoſe 
palſied ed principles of his heart, which his education 


opinions have too long held quite dormant, and 


excite him to diſcard every antiſcriptural form of 


wWorſnip, and join the Meſſiah's ſtandard as his only 


rule, I would conclude a ſhort addreſs to Mr. F's 
underſtanding and conſcience from his own words, 
t Here let bim pause, —let bim reflect in the fear of | 


God * the eee, on 7 wired be eat its ads, 


through,” ES 


My once intimate friend; whowt Galt anti re- 


- Hot; for many years you have gloried in the name 


of being a follower of Chriſt; and profeſſed to teach 


others to diſcard every human form of worſhip, and 

learn all their religion from him alone. A more 

worthy' maſter you could not have choſen, nor 
more honorable ſervice could you have been em- 

5 ployed in. Upon your on conduct let me now 

_ intreat you ſolemnly to pause, and aſk yourſelf this 


queſtion, Can I appeal to my hearers and the heart 
ſearching God, and ſay with St. Paul, that T never 


delivered any one doctrine but what I have feceiv- 8 
| ed of Jeſus. Chriſt, and ſay unto them, When'you 


7. unto: God, Be ye followers of me as I am al- 


have 


1 
have inyariably taught mankind hoth by precepts 
and example to invoke the Meſſiah as the only 
one true God of all; But did you learn that mode 


of worſhipping Deity from his preſcriptive e | 
15 divine worſhip, or from ſome other model? 


Good Sir, V ou have often perſuaded me to on 
Chriſt as my only maſter, and to believe and fol- 
low no man's doctrine or practice any further than 
they followed him; and why I ſhould now be treat- 
ed as Chriſt's avowed enemy becauſe I have told: 
| you the truth, & will make his plan of worſhip my 
only pattern before yours, I cannot conceive. As 

| * muſt allow that the Meſſiah taught mankind 
to pray unto the only one true God of all, you 
| ought. to give ſome very ſubſtantial reaſons why 
you cenſure me for following his plain directions. 


Do ſeriouſly. pause, and reflect on the ground on 
which you now ſtand? In your manner of wor- 
| ſhip have you obſerved all things whatſoever Chriſt” N 


commanded you, or have you not? Like a wiſe 
builder ſit down and calmly count the coſt before 


you advance any further wih your plan, leſt you 


ſhould not be able to finiſn with advantage and ho- 


nour. You. know, that he who heard Chriſt's ſay- 
ings and did them was building upon the rock of 
eternal truth, and was honorably rewarded ; but 
85 he that heard them and did them not, Was building : 
on the ſand of human error and deception, and at 


| che time of tryal his men: i, hem ich. 
=> FS | fatal 
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fatal difarpoiittriehs, | Sole 'confille © to 
which of rhoſe-builders your precepts and practice | 
of worſhipping God's meſſenger as Deity is appli- 1. 

cable; For, however long your famous ſuperſtruc- 


ture has been adr tired by man for its ſymmetry and 
ſtrength. if it is not founded upon the plain teſti- 
niomy of Chriſt, hen impartially tried, n, a. 
and all its admirers brought to confuſion. 
Here again let me awaken your reflection to 
pause, and re-examine in the fear of God the ground | 
on which you now ſtand, whether it will Bear you - 
ane when tried by an infallible ſtandard. As 
your opinions will undergo an impartial tryal be- 
fore thi man whom God has appointed to judge 
the world, whom you have taken much pains to 
convert into ſovereign Deity, it becomes you ſeri- 
ouſiy to confider whether he then will bear you : 
through, for thus oppoſing his command and ex- 
ample, and and chang gi 18 his real perſon and character 
and that of Almighty God who ſent him. Vo 
have perſuaded numbers to diſcard Chriſt's plan of 


5 worſhip and prefer yours before his as much better. e 


+ 


Win not you and your followers be greatly con- 
founded when he aſks you this queſtion, Why did 
you render void my commandments and thoſe of 
my Father through your tradition? Io have | 
ſpent a great deal of time and labour in perſuad- 
ing mankind that there is no ſuch being as the Gd 
| | and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt revealed in 
„ . the 


e j 


think of eachother while here, 
gat che laſt day will approve or diſapprove 'of our 
ita — you muſt grant, is of conſiderable im- 

portance. Well! let us then often ſolemnly pauſe, 
5 9 in the fear of God, on the ground 
an which we now ſtand, whether it ill lum us | 
through before our impartial Judge. 


ts 1 


che Bible, to acdc theone ſupreme Cre- 


ator and Governor of all; but have you not reaſon 


to tremble, - leſt you ſhould have been leading 


them to fight againſt Almighty God? You know 


that you have been long trying to your uttermoſt 

to baniſh the worſhip of that Being, Chriſt invoked 

and taught his Diſciples to pray unto as their only 

ſovereign God, out of the world; But have you 
not reaſon to bluſh with ſhame and confuſion, leſt 

Chriſt ſhould ſay unto you at the tribunal-day, 
as ye were aſhamed of me and my 


words and example, I will now diſown you as my 


oppoſers before my Father and an aſſembled world. 


It may not be very material what you and I may 


With theſe friendly hints, which are dined: bh 


= no other motive but a ſincere regard to the ſerip- 

characters of the Meſſiah and Almighty God 

. his F 8 Iwill conclude my letter, only, would 

juſt recommend a practice to all my readers, you _ 
ſomewhere erjoin upon your opponents, © Earneſt 


Prayer. If you have differed from me in what I 


have advanced, I do ings of having your moſt | 


| EY Cordial 
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cordial and practical conſent to this requeſt: As 


you obſerve, © There is nothing like experiment 
in religion.” And without boaſting I can recom- 
mend this practice by paſt experience; for whe- 
ther I am right or wrong in differing from you, I 
did not imbibe my preſent views until frequently 
addrefling the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt in praying for particular direction on this 
ſubject; and after repeated trials, I find encreaſ-- 
ing ſatisfaction of mind that there is ſuch a Being, 


who is the only all- ſufficient and prayer- anſwering 


God, and would ſay to Mr. F. Go thou and do 


likewiſe, and I doubt not but you will find him 


| the ſame, and want no other God beſides. 


Above all things, let us beware of ling off . 


fear; and reſtraining prayer before God. It is not, 
I apprehend, the 75s of Athanaſius or Socinians 


that is half ſo influential to lead men to immora- 


 lity and deiſm, as a dumb and prayerleſs ſpirit.” 


I never yet knew a man turn either Deiſt or Athe-- 
iſt in conſequence of increaſing in ſerious and ear- 


+ neſt prayer to the one God and Father of all, ac- 


cording to the directions ant pattern of the Meſſiah, 


you, That we are never ſo ſafe as when we go a- | | 


bout theſe matters with prayer, fear and trem-' 


bling.” Let every change in our religious views 


be but the effect of fervent prayer, and aſſimilate 
us into . e — en of our n maſter 
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Jeſs, and 1 doubt not but we than be hve 
of him, and meet with the bleſſing of Almighty 


God his F ather and our Father, although con- 


dernned as heretics by men of your order. 


However, ſhould Mr. F. chooſe to continue an 


avowed enemy to the Meſſiah's ſtandard of wor- 
ſhipping our maker to gain his favour, or the ap- 
plauſe of his brethren, I ſhall ſtill eſteem it the 


greateſt honour/and happineſs that I can obtain on 


earth to be claſſed with Chriſt and his Diſciples, FE: 
among the true worſhippers' that worſhip the Fa- 


ther alone as the only true God of all, and that 


regard the Meſſiah as God's ſervant whom he ſent, 


and invite all my readers to ſhare the fame honour 


and felicity, if they would wiſh to infure a final 


triumph among the followers of the Lamb. 


And, 1 0 or. thus Panel tit 


Lond as. ts JE Bo bor, 


ah Ariat adbering to * Mefliah's ſtandard, 


they may incur from you Rev. Gentlemen the o- 


dium of heresy, and thoſe terrible anathemas that 
I have received from your order, thoſs perſons 


will have reaſon to rejoice with me in being ſtig- 


matized with ſuch contemptible names and ſevere 
execrations, becauſe, as you obſerve, e It is for 
holding faſt that truth only which God has reveal- 
ed, and deſigned we ſhould embrace as divine; 


and that will endure reflection in a dying hour, 
and be approved when the time of diſputing will 
have :; end Wal man.“ 


5 L 2 And, 
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And, I cannot better expreſs the real ſentiments 
of my heart, than to conclude. with wiſhing Mr. F. 
and all my readers may abandon all human forms: . 
of worſhip, and continue humble ſupplicants at 
God's throne of grace according to Chriſt's direc- 
tions and example, until the end of life, and thus 
finiſh their courſe like the Son of God, with for- 
titude, calmneſs, and holy joy; and then, I doubt 
not, but at the reſurrection morning, Chriſt, will! 
pronounce them bleſſed of his heavenly F atheryro 
the only original courſe of all bleſſedneſs and feli- 
city to is unellgens creation. iW 2 's vals Yoon 
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5 diment Mr. Fes uritings were to the ſpre⸗ 


polemical fame that Was ever known among, Proteſtant Di- 


l ical 
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0 8 you or W 5 your * RI me a. 
gain as being the *cat's-paw of artful men,” I han. 
With this publication after the fame manner as 
1 Sy yith, 89, laſt; put my own ak the 19 55 Juſt, 


AI 6. 


that denn will excuſe the ual 
Indeed, nothing but a conſciouſneſs of the great impe- 


Chriſtianity; could have induced me to have 9 þ en. 
who has obtained the yery higheſt degree 0 of literary. an 


vines; 3. for the Reviewers of Mr. F's piece in the Evang 
2gazine for ered 1797, politively inform ub, 
| s but ſuch a8 are e 5 


that Mr, F f 4 . © uſes. non 


„ 1 


e = 1 have en qothing but the « 1 rhuge of _ 
an old Woman, religious bully and lies. 927 And, my. thus 
attempting to correct a perfect model will be, no Soul... 
ued as arrogance. and vanity.in the extreme |. ; 
Well, as! Mr. F. obſerves, I « comfort myſelf 1 with ah. 


that men uninſpired of God are liable to err; but be 
that as it mays ſhould not Mr. F's panegyriſt, nor my defa- | 


mers have execeded the bounds of prudence & truth, I have 
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vain; for, as perfeRt things e 


being viewed in open day-light, the public will remember, 
that I have neither altered Chriſt's original plan of wor- 


| ſhip nor your preſent mode, but copied each from both 


your language, that all may judge for themſelves ; and if 
both are alike free from defects, by adopting each as dur 


guide, we are certain of arriving at perfection. As this was 
{; eg deſign in engaging in this controverſy,” and if 
thoſe ends are but promoted by their comparing your 
ereed with Chriſt's own words, I ſhall not thirtk my la- 
bour loſt, although my opponents ſhould {till contirule to 2 


cenſure me with their wonted ſeverity. mM 1 


But whether my readers think with your reviewers, "7 1 


your writings are entirely without a flaw, or ſuppoſe with 


me, that at leaſt they will bear a little correction, They may 
perceive, that you actually do materially differ from the 


plain command and example of the Meſſiah in  worthip- 


ping God, and if his manner was perfectly right, fo far 
as you vary from his rule, They cannot help knowing, that | 
you muſt certainly be miſtaken, unleſs you can prove hat 
perfection and imperfection, following Chriſt's 85 n | 


Mr. F's, are ſynonymous things. . 
Tue learned critic had undoubtedly bend end in view in 


making vou Fl competitor with "Chriſt. The late Mr. 
Fletcher contended for ſeveral kinds of perfection, and ve- 


ry probably your reviewers may hold with fimilar notions, 
for I hardly think that they would exclude the Meſſiah 
from their liſt of perfectioniſts, although they ſo much *. 
tol your oppoſition to him; They muſt” only mean "that 
your manner is a ſtandard of modern perfection, as now 
e 


Chriſt's original plan; and this is the reaſon why you have 
ſo many more followers than the Son of God. | 
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And whether my readers are Diſciples of Chriſt, or ad- 


mirers of Mr. F's mode, they may perceive that no man 
can ſerve two maſters that are ſo directly oppoſite in their 


Tequiſitions ; You require me to worſhip God's meſſenger. 
as Deity, and the Meſſiah commands me to invoke that 


Being who ſent him as the only one «rue Jehoyah. No: 
man can ſerve God and Mammon; if I follow Chriſt I. 


| muſt diſcard your mode as ſpurious, and thoſe who adopt: 


your plan muſt reject Chriſt's as a fiction. All who chooſe 


to be impoſed v upon by the partial, unjuſt, and antiſcrip-. 


whenever any authors are ſet upon a level with the inſpired writers, 
in the manner you are, the public are under as much obligation to exa- 


mine with impartiality what is advanced as if they were reading the bible, 
and of all the writers of the preſent day there are none which I think 
| we ought to read with greater caution than thoſe of reviewers; for they 


are become ſo very numerous that almoſt every theological ſcribler of an- 
tiſcriptural nonſenſe may find his admirers; ; I apprehend that it might be 


of much advantage to mankind if ſome of our ſenior conniſſeurs would 


now and then publiſh a ſmall tract, The Reviewers Reviewed, If it did 
not entirely exclude all the party advocates. from their corps, as Gideog's 


| experiment of lapping at the water excluded.the cowards from his army, 
it might at leaſt teach ſome of our juvenilecritics not to be quite ſo poſitive | 


in their concluſions. A fa& which came within my knowledge relative 
to this ſubject that I apprehended ought not to be concealed from the pub- 
lic: One of the Reverend Gentlemen engaged in publiſhing the Evan- 
gelical Magazine inſerted a piece and there reviewed it himſelf; and al - 
though he did not exalt his work quite fo much as ſome of theſe Gentle- 
men did Mr. F's, yet he was very liberal in laviſhing his praiſes upon his 
own production. I ſpare publiſhingthis ſame miniſter's name, becauſe 


I would not injure his reputation, but would gently wiſper in his ears, 


and in the cars of all thoſe who exalt the opinions of their my as a m_— 
fett nn the following lines of Dr. Voung - 
Fame is a bubble the reſerved enjoy, 
4. Who ſtrive to graſp it, as they touch, destroy: 
1 Tis the world's debt, to deeds of high degree, 
7M if you pay pos, the world i is free. 
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| tual FE IN. of evangelical critics, will full a6 pt your 
| | 0 mode as a & perfect model; but ſuch that will unit ite with 
| me in making Chriſt's language and practice their” only 
rule, will no longer admire'the deciſions of your panegy- 
riſts as infallible, - but will follow your own judicious rule 
of deciding what is real bible perfetion before them, by 
allowing FHE MOST NATURAL AND OBVI- 
QUS MEANING TO BE THE ONLY PROPER 
SENSE. OF -SCRIPTURE;- AND TO LEARN 
WHAT IS. DIVINE TRUTH®IMMEDIATELY 
1 FROM THE ORACLES OF GOD. 5 
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